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RED LIGHTS
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A Rodrigo Cortés Film

118 min., 2.35:1, 35mm

SUMMARY

Two investigators of paranormal hoaxes, the veteran Dr. Margaret Matheson and her young assistant, Tom Buckley, study the most varied metaphysical phenomena with the aim of proving their fraudulent origin.


Simon Silver, a legendary blind psychic, reappears after an enigmatic absence of 30 years to become the greatest international challenge for both orthodox science and professional skeptics.


Tom starts to develop an intense obsession with Silver, whose magnetism becomes stronger with each new manifestation of inexplicable events. As Tom gets closer to Silver, tension mounts, and his worldview is threatened to its core…

PRODUCTION NOTES

RED LIGHTS is the third feature film by Rodrigo Cortés following the multi award-winning THE CONTESTANT (2007) and BURIED (2010). A psychological thriller which explores the human brain’s perception mechanisms and the diffuse frontiers between belief and science, RED LIGHTS starts out from the experiences of two rationalist scientists who dissect phenomena from the metapsychic world, and the clash of forces with a world famous psychic they bring about. The past and the present of each the protagonists contain still unrevealed shadows, setting in train a dark story of growing tension, full of unexpected twists and turns.

While Ryan Reynolds was suffering, quite literally, the shoot of BURIED in the outskirts of Barcelona (a film destined to triumph at Sundance in 2010, and at the box office all over the world) the original screenplay of RED LIGHTS was sitting on Rodrigo Cortés’ desk. The project had been gestating for some time, indeed it could be said that BURIED was a calling card for what was to come.

The two films are antithetical in appearance, though they do share the same calling to constitute physical and emotional experiences of the first order. BURIED was made with a very reduced budget; the cost of RED LIGHTS multiplies that amount tenfold. Reynolds’s solitude over just 17 shooting days in BURIED stands in contrast to the exhaustive casting sessions carried out for RED LIGHTS in Los Angeles, New York, London and Toronto, translating into more than 60 actors, 4,000 extras and a main cast which requires neither introduction nor any kind embellishment: Sigourney Weaver, Cillian Murphy, Robert De Niro, Toby Jones, Elizabeth Olsen, Joely Richardson… throughout ten and a half shooting weeks, in various locations in Barcelona and Toronto. However, the frenetic rhythm of work, the quantity of the shots obtained by Cortés each day to ensure the meticulous rhythm of montage he has accustomed us to, and the radical creative control over every aspect of production, held 100% from Spain, point to a much greater relation between both experiences than may appear to be the case at first glance.

RED LIGHTS attempts to show that the commercial appeal of a film need have no quarrel with its rigor, and that big production values and Hollywood stars do not necessarily need to be used to look down at the audience, but instead to make them an essential participant in the sensorial game unfolding, treating each viewer on equal footing. With proverbial meticulousness, Cortés devoted more than a year and a half to the study of all types of inexplicable phenomena, and the attempts, on the one side, by skeptic science to offer a response, and, on the other, that offered by traditional parapsychology and “believers”, therefore ensuring the same scientific and rigorous approach which defines the characters themselves in the story. Verisimilitude is indispensable, avoid manichaeism, and at the same time, transmit a feeling of radical verisimilitude and constant tension. The film shoot conceptually brought the storyline closer to the terrain of the political thriller than that of a pure genre film, where the references were Pakula, Pollack, Lumet or Frankenheimer over other alternatives more in keeping with pyrotechnics. Going back to parallelisms with BURIED, RED LIGHTS has completely seduced the international market since it was presented at last year’s American Film Market, and so perhaps the greatest difference between the two films lies in the fact that while BURIED had to screen at Sundance in order to win over the public and market alike, the release of RED LIGHTS at the international level was guaranteed from the beginning, with the main distributors in each territory  acquiring rights, positioning the film as one of the most eagerly awaited releases of 2012 worldwide.

NOTES BY DIRECTOR RODRIGO CORTÉS

RED LIGHTS is duality. It is certainty and uncertainty. RED LIGHTS is an enigma.  You think you are standing on solid ground, and then suddenly the earth opens up under your feet. RED LIGHTS is the Gordian knot; its characters, a labyrinth; complex and contradictory, in search of themselves, defined by their acts and omissions, their words and silences.

Our beliefs are determined by our hopes, demands, needs, dreams and desires... RED LIGHTS proposes a rigorous, scientific approach to paranormal phenomenology. It is a genre film with the soul of a political thriller, showing how the human brain is an instrument not to be trusted in perceiving reality. We see what we want to see.

We believe what we want to believe.

SCIENCE AND MAGIC. LIGHT AND SHADOW. HEADS AND TAILS. 

RED LIGHTS is the confrontation between magic and science, the occult and realist, enlightening demystification. It brings together the combined pleasures of the paranormal and the magic show, together with psychological dissection seen in certain 1970’s films. It is neither a whodunit, nor a typical genre film; it follows the subterranean logic of the novels of Richard Matheson. RED LIGHTS is analytical —it is no coincidence that the story takes place in classrooms and laboratories, nor that its characters are scientists, rigorous rationalists, gifted psychics and parapsychologists—, but also emotional and physical. It is a film of demonstrations, experiments and mass spectacle, where data is constantly being recorded; a film of public performances, inexplicable phenomena, measuring apparatus, video cameras, archive registrars, a film of electronic monitoring and television transmission. But it is also a dynamic film, physical and elusive, the journey through which comes with no reliable map.

RED LIGHTS moves in frontier territories. Its characters effortlessly use their dialogues to transmit professional information, debate hypothesis and decide on plans of action, but in the emotional terrain, nothing is made verbally explicit. The deep relations between the different characters, their hidden emotionality, flow through non-verbal channels. RED LIGHTS affirms itself with a great deal of passion in both its plot and the dramatic power of its characters, who are real and complex. Contradictory. For this reason, it was fundamental to be able to call on the talent of great actors, and their way of looking, their unspoken understandings. The subtext which their reactions conceal. Their silences and secrets.

Visually, rigor has been sought out, a kind of severe elegance combined with a quality of the palpably organic. We have tried to make the light precise, aesthetic, credible and very physical, and its planning rigorous and captivating. The spectator must live an experience full of emotional intensity, perceiving the threat of the unknown in a tangible way. RED LIGHTS is a film with its feet firmly on the ground, stylized but sweaty, of increasing contrasts, but with a calling both terrifying and tangible, emotional and realist. A continual uncertainty exists as to what is taking place, no matter whether it is spectacular or not, responds to inexplicable manifestations or otherwise; arguments could be made sustaining both theories on offer. Doubt is constant. 

The spectator, scarcely realizing it, adopts the analytical perspective of the protagonists, calling into question all that he/she sees without being able to take anything for final, trying to find the key hidden behind each event, the internal contradictions, discordant notes, and incongruencies.

The red lights…

CAST

Tom Buckley



Cillian Murphy

Margaret Matheson


Sigourney Weaver

Simon Silver



Robert De Niro

Paul Shackleton



Toby Jones

Monica Handsen


Joely Richardson

Sally Owen



Elizabeth Olsen

Palladino



Leonardo Sbaraglia

Ben




Craig Roberts

Young Simon Silver


Eugenio Mira

CREW

Written and Directed by

Rodrigo Cortés

Produced by



Adrian Guerra, Rodrigo Cortés

Executive Producers


Cindy Cowan, Lisa Wilson

Director of photography

Xavi Giménez

Music




Víctor Reyes

Edited by



Rodrigo Cortés

Art Director



Antón Laguna

Make-up



Caitlin Acheson

Costume Design


Patricia Monné

Line Producer



Toni Novella

Sound Design



James Muñoz

Sound re-recording Mixer

José A. Manovel

Sound Mixer



Albert Manera
ABOUT THE CAST

CILLIAN MURPHY (Tom Buckley)

Born on May 25, 1976 in Douglas, Cork, Ireland, Cillian Murphy has stolen many appraisal from moviegoers since he starred in Danny Boyle's apocalyptic thriller 28 Days Later (2002). In typical Irish fashion—roundabout rather than direct—Cillian Murphy decided to become an actor. After cutting his teeth creatively as an amateur musician and later dropping out of law school, Murphy segued into acting by pestering a local theater director into giving him an audition. With no clear plan and gaping holes in his acting repertoire, Murphy began earning parts in local plays. But it was his turn in the stark two character drama, “Disco Pigs,” that propelled him into a bona fide actor. Originally set to run for three weeks in a 40-seat theater, “Disco Pigs” became a surprise hit, taking Murphy and co-star Eileen Walsh from Cork to Dublin, Edinburgh and London’s famed West End. For Murphy, it was the start of a life and career hitherto unfathomed.

Cillian subsequently made his feature debut in the 1998 film The Tale of Sweety Barrett, followed then by a performance in the coming-of-age comedy-drama Sunburn in the next year. Becoming more popular than before, the young actor was inundated with several movie projects, naming that of On the Edge and How Harry Became a Tree which both of drama genre and came up in 2001. Elsewhere in the same year, he reprised his role of Pig for the film version of Disco Pigs by Kirsten Sheridan, besides wrote and sang the song "So New" for its soundtrack as well.

He did succeed and gain praise, but it wasn't until Danny Boyle's 28 Days Later hit the U.S. movie industry in 2003 that he acquired more valuable review from the undoubtedly bigger studios and directors. Albeit such accomplishment, Cillian didn't immediately get promising roles and thus playing small parts instead as seen in Zonad, Intermission, Girl with a Pearl Earring, and Cold Mountain all of which were 2003 productions.

After all, the year 2005 finally saw the fruit of his hard work and tenacity as he began to join the cast of Batman Begins. Originally auditioned for the main role, Bruce Wayne a.k.a. Batman, he unfortunately lost it to Christian Bale and was instead given the role of Dr. Jonathan Crane/The Scarecrow by Christopher Nolan who was impressed by his acting talent. The American superhero/action film, based on the comic book fictional character Batman, was released on June 15, 2005 and was a hit, gaining enthusiastic review from professional film critics and was most of all claimed as one of the best films of the year. Well received by fans and moviegoers, as of September 12, 2005 the $135-million budgeted movie earned nearly $204.1 million in the United States alone and collected an approximately $166 million worldwide, making it the second most successful Batman movie next to its 1989 version and third most successful film of summer 2005 next to War of the Worlds and Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge of the Sith.

Not only such achievement solidified Cillian's acting capability, but also propelled him to the line of most wanted-movie stars. Next off, he played opposite Rachel McAdams in the drama/thriller Red Eye (2005) as Jackson Rippner and continued to score another success with an appearance in Neil Jordan's direction entitled Breakfast on Pluto (2005) as Patrick "Kitten" Braden, a transvestite prostitute which granted him a 2006 Golden Globe nomination for the category of Best Actor in Musical or Comedy. By 2007, Cillian had three more projects to finish; The Wind That Shakes the Barley in which he played opposite Liam Cunningham, Watching the Detectives opposite Lucy Liu, and Sunshine, being in the same scene with Michelle Yeoh, Chris Evans, and Troy Garity. After appearing in The Edge of Love (2008), he reprised his Scarecrow role in The Dark Knight, which earned $533 million at the U.S. Box Office, and worked again with Christopher Nolan in 2010: Inception earned nearly $300 million at the U.S. Box Office. Some of his latest films are Perrier’s Bounty (2009), Peacock (2010), Retreat (2011) and Andrew Niccol’s In Time (2011).

SIGOURNEY WEAVER (Margaret Matheson)

Academy Award nominated and Golden Globe winning actress Sigourney Weaver has created a host of memorable characters, both dramatic and comic, in films ranging from Ripley in Alien to Dian Fossey in Gorillas in the Mist.  Over the years, she has captivated audiences and won acclaim as one of the most esteemed actresses on both stage and screen.

Born and educated in New York City, Weaver graduated from Stanford University and went on to receive a Masters degree from the Yale School of Drama. Her first professional job was as an understudy in Sir John Gielguds production of “The Constant Wife”, starring Ingrid Bergman.

Sigourney Weaver made her motion picture debut in Ridley Scott’s blockbuster Alien.  She later reprised the role of Warrant Officer Ripley in James Cameron’s Aliens, which earned her Academy Award and Golden Globe nominations for Best Actress.  She again brought Ripley back to life in David Fincher’s Alien 3, which she also co-produced and Alien Resurrection for director Jean-Pierre Jeunet. 

Following Alien, Weaver had starring roles in three back to back hit movies: Gorillas in the Mist, in which she portrayed primatologist Dian Fossey, the Mike Nichols comedy Working Girl, and Ghostbusters II. Weaver received her second and third Academy Award nominations and was awarded Golden Globes for her performances in Gorillas in the Mist and Working Girl. Other films include the thriller Copycat, Paul Rudnick’s comedy Jeffrey, Roman Polanski’s gripping film adaptation of Death and the Maiden, Half Moon Street with Michael Caine, Ridley Scott’s 1492, One Woman or Two with Gerard Depardieu, Eyewitness with William Hurt and Showtime’s live-action film Snow White, based on the original Grimm’s fairytale, which earned her an Emmy nomination and a Screen Actors Guild nomination.

In 1997 Weaver joined the ensemble of Ang Lee’s critically acclaimed film The Ice Storm playing alongside Kevin Kline, Joan Allen, Elijah Wood and Christina Ricci.  Her performance garnered her a BAFTA Award, a Golden Globe nomination and a Screen Actors Guild nomination for Best Supporting Actress.  She later gave a galvanizing performance in A Map of The World, Scott Elliott’s powerful drama based on the novel by Jane Hamilton, which earned her universal critical praise and a Golden Globe nomination for best actress.  She delighted audiences  with her flair for comedy, along with crewmates Tim Allen and Alan Rickman, in the science fiction comedy Galaxy Quest directed by Dean Parisot, which proved to be a hit of the 1999 Holiday season.  She followed this with the popular comedy Heartbreakers, playing opposite Gene Hackman and Jennifer Love-Hewitt.

In 2003, Weaver played the cold-blooded, red-headed warden in the hit comedy Holes, directed by Andy Davis and starred in the film version of The Guys, with Anthony LaPaglia, directed by Jim Simpson.  Following this, Weaver appeared in M. Night Shamalyan’s The Village and received rave reviews for her performance in Imaginary Heroes written and directed by Dan Harris.

In addition to her film credits, Sigourney Weaver has also taken time to shine on the stage. Weaver started out on Off-Off Broadway in Christopher Durang’s “The Nature and Purpose of the Universe”, “Titanic” and “Das Lusitania Songspiel”. She and Durang co-wrote “Das Lusitania” which earned them both Drama Desk nominations. She has appeared in numerous Off-Broadway productions in New York, working with such writers as John Guare, Albert Innaurato, Richard Nelson and Len Jenkin.  In regional repertory, she has performed works by Pinter, Williams, Feydeau and Shakespeare.  She also appeared in the PBS mini-series The Best of Families.

Weaver received a Tony Award nomination for her starring role in “Hurlyburly” on Broadway, directed by Mike Nichols.  She played Portia in the Classic Stage Company of New York’s production of “The Merchant of Venice”.  In 1996, Weaver returned to Broadway in the Lincoln Center production of “Sex and Longing”, written by Christopher Durang.  

Weaver originated roles in two A.R. Gurney world premieres, “Crazy Mary” at Playwrights Horizons, and “Mrs. Farnsworth”, at the Flea Theater.  She also starred in Neil LaBute’s play “The Mercy Seat”, opposite Liev Schreiber, which John Lahr of The New Yorker described as offering “performances of a depth and concentration that haven't been seen in New York for many seasons.” Weaver also originated the female lead in Anne Nelson's “The Guys” at The Flea, where it was commissioned and directed by Jim Simpson. The Guys tells the story of a fire captain dealing with the aftermath of 9/11.

Other film credits include Infamous with Toby Jones and Sandra Bullock; Jake Kasdan’s The TV Set; Snow Cake, opposite Alan Rickman; Tim Allen’s Crazy on the Outside; The Girl in the Park, opposite Kate Bosworth; Vantage Point with Dennis Quaid and Forrest Whitaker, the Tina Fey/Amy Poehler comedy Baby Mama and Andy Fickman’s comedy You Again alongside Jamie Lee Curtis, Kristen Bell and Betty White. In 2008 Weaver lent her voice to Pixar’s box office smash Wall-E, as well as The Tale of Despereaux with Matthew Broderick, Dustin Hoffman and Emma Watson. In December 2009, Weaver starred in Jim Cameron's groundbreaking film Avatar, which went on to be the highest grossing film of all time.  The film won a Golden Globe for Best Picture and also received an Academy Award nomination for Best Picture. Most recently, Weaver can be seen in Cedar Rapids starring John C. Reilley, Anne Heche and Ed Helms; Paul with Simon Pegg, Seth Rogen, Kristen Wiig and Jason Bateman; as well as Abduction with Taylor Lautner.

Upcoming films include Amy Heckerling’s Vamps with Alicia Silverstone, and Mabrouk El Mechri’s The Cold Light of Day with Bruce Willis.  She has recently finished production on Rampart with Steve Buscemi and Robin Wright.

In TV, Weaver received Emmy, Screen Actors’ Guild and Golden Globe nominations for outstanding performance by a female for her role as Mary Griffith in Lifetime’s Prayers for Bobby, which was also Emmy and Golden Globe nominated for Outstanding Made for Television Movie.

ROBERT DE NIRO (Simon Silver)


Robert De Niro launched his prolific motion picture career in Brian De Palma's The Wedding Party in 1969.  By 1973 De Niro had twice won the New York Film Critics Award for Best Supporting Actor in recognition of his critically acclaimed performances in Bang the Drum Slowly and Martin Scorsese's Mean Streets.


In 1974 De Niro won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his portrayal of the young Vito Corleone in The Godfather, Part II. In 1980 he won his second Oscar, as Best Actor, for his extraordinary portrayal of Jake La Motta in Scorsese's Raging Bull.  

De Niro has earned Academy Award nominations for his work in four additional films: as Travis Bickle in Scorsese's acclaimed Taxi Driver, as a Vietnam vet in Michael Cimino's The Deer Hunter, as a catatonic patient brought to life in Penny Marshall's Awakenings, and in 1992 as Max Cady, an ex-con looking for revenge, in Scorsese's remake of the 1962 classic Cape Fear.

In 2009, De Niro received the coveted Kennedy Center Honor for his distinguished acting. He also received the Hollywood Actor Award from the Hollywood Film Festival and the Stanley Kubrick Award from the BAFTA Britannia Awards. In addition, AARP the magazine gave De Niro the 2010 Movies for Grownups Lifetime Achievement Award.

De Niro was honored with the Cecil B. DeMille Award at the 2011 Golden Globe Award. He also served as the jury president of the 64th Cannes Film Festival.

De Niro’s upcoming film projects are Paul Weitz’s Being Flynn, and Liongate’s comedy The Wedding. He is currently in production on the Weinstein Co drama The Silver Linings Playbook.

De Niro’s recent film credits include Relativity Media’s thriller Limitless; Little Fockers, the third installment of the highly successful Tribeca Productions’ Meet the Parents franchise; Filmauro’s Italian romantic comedy, Manuale d'amore 3; Nu Image Films’ psychological thriller Stone; 20th Century Fox’s Machete; and Garry Marshall's New Year's Eve, New Line's ensemble love story follow-up to its Valentine's Day movie.

His distinguished body of work also includes performances in Elia Kazan's The Last Tycoon; Bernardo Bertolucci's 1900; Ulu Grosbard's True Confessions and Falling in Love; Sergio Leone's Once Upon a Time in America; Scorsese's King of Comedy, New York, New York, Goodfellas, and Casino; Terry Gilliam's Brazil; Roland Joffe's The Mission; Brian De Palma's The Untouchables; Alan Parker's Angel Heart; Martin Brest's Midnight Run; David Jones' Jacknife; Martin Ritt's Stanley and Iris; Neil Jordan's We're No Angels; Penny Marshall's Awakenings; Ron Howard's Backdraft; Michael Caton-Jones' This Boy's Life; John McNaughton's Mad Dog and Glory;  Kenneth Branagh's Mary Shelley's Frankenstein; Michael Mann's Heat; Barry Levinson's Sleepers and Wag the Dog; Jerry Zaks' Marvin's Room; Tony Scott's The Fan; James Mangold's Copland; Alfonso Cuarón's Great Expectations; Quentin Tarantino's Jackie Brown; John Frankenheimer's Ronin; Harold Ramis' Analyze This and Analyze That; Joel Schumacher's Flawless; Des McNuff's The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle; George Tillman's Men of Honor; John Herzfeld’s Fifteen Minutes; Frank Oz’s The Score; Tom Dey’s Showtime; Michael Caton-Jones’ City By The Sea; Nick Hamm’s Godsend; John Polson’s Hide and Seek; Mary McGuckian’s The Bridge of San Luis Rey; DreamWorks's Shark Tale; Jay Roach's Meet The Parents and Meet the Fockers; Barry Levinson’s What Just Happened; Jon Avnet’s Righteous Kill and Kirk Jones’ Everybody’s Fine.

De Niro takes pride in the development of his production company, Tribeca Productions, the Tribeca Film Center, which he founded with Jane Rosenthal in 1988, and in the Tribeca Film Festival, which he founded with Rosenthal and Craig Hatkoff in 2001 as a response to the attacks on the World Trade Center. The festival was conceived to foster the economic and cultural revitalization of Lower Manhattan through an annual celebration of film, music, and culture, the festival’s mission is to promote New York City as a major filmmaking center and help filmmakers reach the broadest possible audiences. Through Tribeca Productions, De Niro develops projects on which he serves in a combination of capacities, including producer, director and actor. 


Tribeca's A Bronx Tale in 1993 marked De Niro’s directorial debut. He later directed and co-starred in The Good Shepherd with Matt Damon and Angelina Jolie. Other Tribeca features include Thunderheart, Cape Fear, Mistress, Night and the City, The Night We Never Met, Faithful, Panther, Marvin's Room, Wag the Dog, Analyze This, Flawless, The Adventures of Rocky and Bullwinkle, Meet the Parents, Fifteen Minutes, Showtime, Analyze That and Meet the Fockers.

TOBY JONES (Paul Shackleton)

Toby Jones won a London Film Critics Circle Award for his performance as Truman Capote in Douglas McGrath’s 2006 biopic Infamous. He has also been recognized by the London Film Critics Circle with nominations for his work in The Painted Veil, as well as for his roles in two political dramas: Karl Rove in Oliver Stone’s W.; and Swifty Lazar in Ron Howard’s Frost/Nixon. In addition, he shared a Screen Actors Guild Award® nomination for Outstanding Motion Picture Cast Performance.

His latest film projects include Steven Spielberg’s motion-capture film Tintin, based on the classic comic strip by Hergé, Tomas Alfredson’s Tinker, Taylor, Soldier, Spy based on John le Carre’s novel, and Simon Curtis’s latest film My Week with Marilyn. In April he starred in Peter Strickland’s Berberian Sound Studio and in the summer, he appeared in Joe Johnston’s action Captain America: The First Avenger.  He recently completed filming on the Lionsgate’s trilogy The Hunger Games and began filming Rupert Sanders’ debut feature Snow White and the Huntsman for Universal.

Alongside his role as the voice of Dobby the House Elf in the blockbuster series of Harry Potter films, his other recent film work also includes several independent films, including City of Ember, produced by Tom Hanks; Jon Amiel’s Creation; and What’s Wrong with Virginia, which premiered at the 2010 Toronto Film Festival.  Among his other film credits are Frank Darabont’s The Mist; David Gordon Green’s Your Highness, Peter Greenaway’s Nightwatching; Michael Apted’s Amazing Grace; Stephen Frears’ Mrs. Henderson Presents and Marc Forster’s Oscar®-nominated Finding Neverland.  

On television, Jones co-starred with Helen Mirren in HBO’s acclaimed miniseries Elizabeth I.  His recent credits also include such projects as Christopher and His Kind and Titanic, as well as Mo, The Old Curiosity Shop and The Way We Live Now.

An award-winning stage actor, Jones won an Olivier Award for his performance in the West End comedy “The Play What I Wrote,” directed by Kenneth Branagh.  He reprised his role in the Tony-nominated Broadway production of the play.  His work in London’s West End also includes Simon McBurney’s production of “Measure for Measure”, and, more recently, Jez Butterworth’s “Parlour Song” and Tom Stoppard’s  “Every Good Boy Deserves Favour”. Earlier this year he starred as JMW Turner in “The Painter” which opened the new Arcola Theatre.

ELIZABETH OLSEN (Sally Owen)

Elizabeth Olsen is not only a vivacious and engaging young actress, but she is also a full time student at New York University's prestigious Tisch School of the Arts.

On January 2011, Martha Marcy May Marlene and The Silent House, both of which Olsen stars, showcased at the Sundance Film Festival.

Martha Marcy May Marlene from Fox Searchlight is a drama that follows a young woman who is living with her older sister after escaping a cult. Olsen stars opposite Hugh Dancy, John Hawkes, Sarah Paulson, and Brady Corbet. Martha Marcy May Marlene was also selected in the Un Certain Regard as part of the 2011 Cannes Film Festival and Olsen has received a Gotham Award Nomination for Lead Actress for her performance.

The Silent House is the re-imagining of the successful Uruguayan psychological horror-thriller, La Casa Muda. The movie is about a true story that happened in the late 40's in a small village in Uruguay and focuses on a girl (Olsen), who, second by second, intends to leave a house which hides an obscure secret, unharmed. Olsen will star in the film directed by Chris Kentis and Laura Lau, the team behind the terrifying shark tale Open Water. The film will be released in March 2012.

This past summer, Olsen filmed Liberal Arts starring as 'Zibby' opposite Josh Radnor. The film follows a thirty-something guy (Radnor) and a coed (Olsen) who spark a connection due to their mutual love of books and music, though their age difference complicates their fledgling relationship.

In 2012, Olsen will start filming Therese Raquin opposite Glen Close. The film is a dark period piece set in Paris in 1867, which follows young Therese (Olsen), who is forced by her aunt, Madame Raquin (Close), into a loveless marriage to her sick, spoiled first cousin. The film will be directed by Charlie Stratton, who also wrote the screenplay adaptation.

Olsen is also very familiar to the stage as she understudied both on the Off-Broadway play Dust and the Broadway play “Impressionism” while attending college. Other workshops include “Bottom of the World” by Lucy Thurber (Atlantic Theatre Company), and “The Living Newspaper” (DRD Theatricals).  Training: Atlantic Acting School and Moscow Art Theatre School.

Olsen currently resides in New York.

ABOUT THE CREW

RODRIGO CORTÉS (Writer, Director, Producer, Editor)

Rodrigo Cortés’s passion for directing awoke at a very early age; by the time he was 16 years old, he had already shot his first short film in super-8, «El descomedido y espantoso caso del victimario de Salamanca», soon to be followed by «Siete escenas de la vida de un insecto». At the start of 1998, he shot a videoclip of the song «Sick of you», by the group Onion, for «Open your eyes» by Alejandro Amenábar. In July 1998, he shot «Yul», a short film which went on to scoop more than twenty international prizes, and in 2001, «15 días», the cult mock-doc which became the Spanish short film with most prizes to its name in the history of the local industry at the time.

While «15 días» was doing the rounds on the professional circuit, Cortés was busy on a number of different creations which received numerous awards from different online festivals such as Notodofilmfest. 

 CONCURSANTE, his first feature film, charts the rollercoaster ride of an everyday man who sees how his destiny takes a brutal turn for the worse when he wins the biggest prize in the history of television. It premiered to great success at the Malaga Film Festival in March 2007, where it obtained several prizes, including that of International Critics Best Film. 

BURIED, Cortés much awaited second feature, bowed internationally at the Sundance Film Festival in 2010 to great success. With enormous queues six hours long and tickets being sold on for up to 150 dollars, standing ovations at each screening, and unanimous praise from the critics, BURIED became one of the big surprises of the festival.  Only eleven hours after the standing ovation at the premiere, and following a tough fight between different studios unseen at Sundance in recent years, Lionsgate acquired North American distribution rights, making BURIED the biggest seller at the festival in the last three years. In Spain, the film premiered to considerable success and won three Goyas (amongst which Best Editing for Cortés himself) after receiving 10 nominations, as well as a number of other national and international awards.

ADRIAN GUERRA (Producer)

Adrian Guerra co-founded production and distribution company Versus Entertainment in 2005. He has distributed more than 100 films and coproduced the award winning short «For(r)est in the des(s)ert», directed by Luis Alejandro Berdejo, with whom he was selected in the program Atelier of Cannes Film Festival for his project «The Quagmire».

In 2010, Guerra produced BURIED, directed by Rodrigo Cortés, starring Ryan Reynolds and released worldwide to considerable success. During the same year, he produced GUEST, the latest feature film by the much acclaimed José Luis Guerin, which has enjoyed a unanimously favorable critical reception and extensive run at the most important international festivals.

He has recently produced, along with Rodrigo Cortés, the paranormal horror film EMERGO, written by Cortés and directed by Carles Torrens, which will be released worldwide in 2012.
LISA WILSON (Executive Producer)

Lisa Wilson is a veteran of almost forty years in international distribution and during her career has handled titles such as the Academy Award® winner Crash and the box office hit The Whole Nine Yards.
In January 2012 Wilson launched The Solution Entertainment Group (The Solution), a multi-faceted, full service international sales and financing company, with co-founder and partner Myles Nestel .  The Solution is currently representing a number of high profile feature film titles such as comedy/drama Writers produced by Informant Media and Judy Cairo (Crazy Heart), Peter Chelsom's charming Hector and the Search for Happiness, Roger Donaldson's financial thriller Cities starring Kirsten Dunst and Orlando Bloom and the romantic comedy A Little Something for your Birthday starring Malin Akerman. 

Wilson most recently held the post of President of International Distribution of GK Films, where she handled the company’s worldwide sales looking after such high profile features as Angelina Jolie’s directorial debut In the Land of Blood and Honey, Edge of Darkness starring Mel Gibson, The Rum Diary starring Johnny Depp and William Monahan’s London Boulevard starring Colin Farrell and Keira Knightley. Within a few months of joining the company she was also able to establish Parlay Films, a GK Films affiliate company set up to handle the international sales for third party pictures. Titles represented by Parlay Films and executive produced by Wilson include three films selected for the 2012 Sundance Film Festival: Rodrigo Cortés’ Red Lights starring Cillian Murphy, Sigourney Weaver and Robert De Niro, financial thriller Arbitrage starring Richard Gere, Susan Sarandon and Tim Roth, and the romantic drama The Words starring Bradley Cooper and Jeremy Irons.  Other high profile titles include Henry’s Crime directed by Malcolm Venville and starring Keanu Reeves, Vera Farmiga and James Caan which premiered as a Special Presentation at the Toronto International Film Festival 2010, and Amy Heckerling’s Vamps starring Alicia Silverstone, Krysten Ritter and Sigourney Weaver.
Prior to GK Films, Wilson served as President of Hyde Park International, handling all international sales for Hyde Park Entertainment as well as pictures acquired from other sources.  She joined Hyde Park from Yari Film Group where she handled such titles as Hostage and Crash.  She sold The Whole Nine Yards and The Art of War for Franchise Pictures after serving as President of International Distribution at Nu Image. She started her career at John Heyman's World Film Services and ITC under Lord Grade where she sold Jesus of Nazareth (Zeffirelli), The Muppet Movie and On Golden Pond. Before joining Nu Image, Wilson ran international sales divisions for Mark Damon's MDP, Epic, and Scotti Bros Pictures after she launched her own company, Film Liaison International.
Wilson is presently on the board of IFTA serving her third term, and is a frequent guest speaker on various instructional panels, including most recently, Women in Film and UCLA. She is also a current member of BAFTA LA.
CINDY COWAN (Executive Producer)
Cindy Cowan is the former president and co-founder of Initial Entertainment Group (IEG), a leading film production and foreign sales company. Cowan co-founded IEG in 1995 with Graham King. With seed capital of only $350,000 and no tangible assets, Cowan was able to secure a $25 million line of credit with Chase Bank to fund overhead, development and production of its projects. IEG was sold to Splendid Films in 2000 for approximately $10 million.
Between 1995 and 2000, IEG had many successes including: an Emmy nomination for Rent-A-Kid, starring Leslie Nielson; Emmy, Golden Globe and People’s Choice nominations for If These Walls Could Talk, starring Cher, Sissy Spacek, Anne Heche and Demi Moore; and won a United Nations Award for Savior, starring Dennis Quaid. IEG also saw success with its production of Traffic, starring Michael Douglas and Benicio Del Toro, which won Oscars® for directing, screenplay, editing, and best supporting actor.  Additional projects produced by Cowan while at IEG include Very Bad Things, starring Cameron Diaz and Christian Slater; and the Robert Altman-directed Dr. T & the Women, starring Richard Gere, Helen Hunt, Kate Hudson and Liv Tyler.
Since forming a new production company, Cindy Cowan Entertainment, Cowan has produced Scorched, starring Woody Harrelson and Alicia Silverstone and executive produced Fifty Dead Men Walking starring Sir Ben Kingsley and Jim Sturgess.

Miracle on 42nd Street is now in post-production and has Alicia Keys, Terrence Howard and Sam Jackson in it.  A version of “Frankenstein”, Fruit of the Poisonous Tree (with interest from Liam Neeson) and a futuristic sci-fi film & game entitled Blazeball are in development.

As well as film, Cowan is working on several television projects. She recently sold a scripted TV show to F/X that she created with Stephen Dorff and is Executive Producing.  In addition, she is developing another scripted music based show with CBS.

The newest addition to the company is a videogame division, which includes Apps for all devices, online gaming as well as AAA console games.  This will create original IP and more ownership of material, for both Cowan Entertainment as well as writers they are working with.

Before her tenure with IEG, Cowan headed up the production and acquisitions divisions of the Beverly Hills Producers Group.  Prior to that, Cowan headed up development and acquisitions for Premiere Productions.  Her career in producing began as a producer and writer for a CBS news affiliate in Miami, Florida.  

In the past, Cowan has written songs for Engelbert Humperdink, and a hit for R & B artist Howard Hewitt, which went to number three on the R & B charts, as well as a few songs for the British pop star Sinitta.

Cowan sits on the board of two non-profit charities that are dear to her heart, Little Kids Rock, which is a non-profit organization that provides free instruments and lessons to underserved public schools, and Grassroots Soccer, which is part of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. GRS mobilizes the global soccer community in the fight against HIV/ AIDS.

Cindy Cowan is a graduate of Tulane University with graduate courses towards a Master’s Degree in Psychology at Harvard.  Cowan is also a major equestrian winning the “World Champion” title more than 5 times in American Saddlebred five-gaited and equestrian horses.
XAVI GIMÉNEZ (Director of photography)

Xavi Giménez (Barcelona, 1970) is member of the Asociación Española de Autores de Obras Fotográficas Cinematográficas. He carried out film studies in his home town, opting to be a camera operator. With one of his first shortfilms, «Walter Peralta», by Jordi Mollà, he won the prize of Best Photography at the International Festival of Jerusalem. Since then, he has hardly stopped, specializing in genre films  (above all, from the onset of his collaboration with director Jaume Balagueró, with whom he shot three feature films), allowing him to experiment and show his enormous talent in lighting.

This has allowed him to win the recognition of the profession, obtaining several prizes at the Sitges festival, and has seen him nominated for the Goya Prize for Best Photography for the film Intact (Juan Carlos Fresnadillo, 2001), a prize which he won finally in 2009 with Agora, by Alejandro Amenábar.

In 2010 he made his debut as director with his feature Cruzando el límite.

ABOUT NOSTROMO PICTURES

Nostromo Pictures is the new name of the production arm of Versus Entertainment.

After its beginnings in production with the award winning short film «For(r)est in the des(s)ert», by Luis Alejandro Berdejo, and GUEST, the latest film by widely acclaimed director, José Luis Guerin, selected at the Venice, San Sebastian and Toronto Festivals,  Versus produced the feature film BURIED in 2010.

Directed by Rodrigo Cortés and starring Ryan Reynolds, BURIED received its international premiere at the 2010 Sundance Film Festival where it obtained enormous success, grossing more than 20 million dollars worldwide and scooping numerous awards.
EMERGO is the first production of the Nostromo Pictures brand. Written by Rodrigo Cortés and directed by Carles Torrens, EMERGO is expected to premiere at the beginning of 2012.

RED LIGHTS is Nostromo’s latest production.

RED LIGHTS
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