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SYNOPSIS

Inspired by the perennial New York Times bestseller of the same name and the first book in a series that has sold over 35 million copies worldwide, WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING is a hilarious and heartfelt big screen comedy about five couples whose intertwined lives are turned upside down by the challenges of impending parenthood.  
Over the moon about starting a family, TV fitness guru Jules and dance show star Evan find that their high-octane celebrity lives don’t stand a chance against the surprise demands of pregnancy. Baby-crazy author and advocate Wendy gets a taste of her own militant mommy advice when pregnancy hormones ravage her body; while Wendy’s husband, Gary, struggles not to be outdone by his competitive alpha-Dad, who’s expecting twins with his much younger trophy wife, Skyler.  Photographer Holly is prepared to travel the globe to adopt a child, but her husband Alex isn’t so sure, and tries to quiet his panic by attending a “dudes” support group, where new fathers get to tell it like it really is.  And rival food truck chefs Rosie and Marco’s surprise hook-up results in an unexpected quandary: what to do when your first child comes before your first date?

A kaleidoscopic comedy as universal as it is unpredictable, WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING finds humor and uplift in all the unexpected trials and triumphs of welcoming a child into the world.   The film stars Cameron Diaz, Jennifer Lopez, Elizabeth Banks, Chace Crawford, Brooklyn Decker, Ben Falcone, Anna Kendrick, Matthew Morrison, Dennis Quaid, Chris Rock, Rodrigo Santoro, Joe Manganiello, Rob Huebel, Tom Lennon and Amir Talai. The film is directed by Kirk Jones, written by Shauna Cross and Heather Hach and inspired by the book “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” by Heidi Murkoff.   Lionsgate presents in association with Alcon Entertainment, a Phoenix Pictures production / a Lionsgate production of a Kirk Jones film.

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION


Since its first publication in 1985, What to Expect When You’re Expecting has become a modern standard and the definitive bible for expectant parents. The perennial New York Times bestseller, authored by Heidi Murkoff, was named one of USA Today’s 25 most influential books of the past 25 years and is now the first book in a series that has sold 35 million copies worldwide. The book offers exactly what it promises: a wealth of up-to-the-minute information and advice about the mysterious and unpredictable process of pregnancy. But its true appeal is its singular voice: totally frank, modern, empathetic and very funny. That’s exactly what sets What to Expect apart from the glut of imitators and what attracted producers at Phoenix Pictures – Mike Medavoy, Arnold Messer and David Thwaites – to the idea of adapting What to Expect for the screen with Lionsgate and Alcon Entertainment.


“I think it’s very, very clever, this movie concept based on the book,” says actress Cameron Diaz, who plays one of five expectant mothers in the ensemble comedy. “I’ve always heard the title being talked about.  It’s one of those books that have been around and a part of almost everyone’s life. When you read it, it feels like you’re getting advice from your best friend who’s been through it all.”

Co-star Jennifer Lopez agrees wholeheartedly. “The book is amazing, which is why it's so popular,” she says. “It tells you exactly, week to week, what's happening to you in the moment. I think women, by nature, when we're pregnant, are so worried that everything's going to go okay. And here you have this book saying, ‘This is supposed to be happening.  Don't worry.  You're supposed to feel like this.’ I think the movie does the exact same thing. It reassures you by telling five totally different stories about being pregnant and making you laugh.”

A father of two, Chris Rock admits that the book, What to Expect, is still on his wife’s nightstand…and his oldest daughter is nine.  “This book’s been in my face for ten years,” he says. “But it really helped.  It’s rough having a baby. My wife was pretty cool. But just imagine carrying around a seven- or eight-pound ham for nine months. Forget it even being in your body – just have it in a bag that you can’t put down – and you’ve got to sleep with that ham and swim with the ham and take a bath with the ham.  No matter where you go, you’ve got to carry this ham.  So, you know what? You’re allowed to complain.”

The book was introduced to Phoenix Pictures at a joint staff meeting between Alan Nevins of Renaissance Literary & Management, Brian Medavoy of Medavoy Management and Phoenix.  All the books represented by Nevins were listed on a document circulated during that meeting.

What to Expect caught the attention of colleagues David Thwaites and Douglas McKay, and afterwards the two discussed its potential for a feature film.  They then contacted Alan Nevins, who in turn, approached Heidi and Erik Murkoff.

The question remains: how does a non-fiction pregnancy manual translate into a narrative film? Phoenix chairman Mike Medavoy admits, “Bringing the book to the screen might seem like a far-fetched idea, in a way.  But I credit the vision of both David Thwaites and Doug McKay, who said, ‘Hey, we know how to do this, and we’re going to do it!’”

After reading the book and realizing just how diverse pregnancy experiences can be, David Thwaites imagined an ensemble film comprised of several interlocking stories. “It just occurred to me – having seen how different people are with their children, and how none of their pregnancies were the same – that this was something that would be well served by having a number of different couples who find themselves pregnant at the same time.”

Director Kirk Jones, the English director known for the films Waking Ned Devine and Nanny McPhee, responded in particular to the comedic potential of the project. “The book has such a generous sense of humor, and I began to identify the potential of that in the film. Couples experiencing pregnancy for the first time are being launched headfirst into the unknown, and that’s always a rich place for comedy. And for pathos, too. I like to make films that feature humor and emotion, often at the same time. I think that’s a magical combination.”

Book author Heidi Murkoff admits she was initially skeptical about an adaptation, but she was soon won over by the producers’ take on the project. She says, “These guys plugged into the sensibility of What to Expect: the warmth, the friendliness, the hand-holding, and also the humor. I knew the book was in great hands.”

Murkoff’s husband and Executive Producer of the film Erik Murkoff agrees, “The further we got into the project, the better it got.  But it really started with the script, along with a great director and wonderful cast, and it built and built and built.  We’re very lucky.”  



Faced with limitless story possibilities, the filmmakers approached screenwriters Shauna Cross and Heather Hach to fashion an appealing cast of characters whose experience might represent the diversity of the pregnancy experience. The structure itself, according to Hach, was immediately evident. “I was incredibly pregnant myself when I came aboard this project, so it was really on my brain and in my heart,” she recalls. “And it just made sense to me: there are three trimesters and there are also three acts in a movie so there was an inherent story there.”

Shauna Cross, who’s also a mother, set her sights on bringing as much humor as possible to the characters’ experiences. “While I found pregnancy touching and sweet, I also thought so much of it was funny,” she says. “I wanted to push that and make it feel modern, so that this film could be our generation’s version of how we get through this stuff now.” 

By the final draft of the script, the writers and filmmakers had built a vibrant ensemble comedy around five different couples, each one incorporating unique experiences and addressing both male and female points-of-view. Producer Arnold Messer says, “We were quite conscientious in our attempts to make sure the film looked at a whole range of perspectives on child-rearing. As much as it’s a movie about babies; it’s also a movie about people who don’t want babies. As much as it’s a movie about motherhood; it’s also about fatherhood.”

Director Kirk Jones also felt strongly that the book’s candor and honesty should be reflected in the film. In keeping with his dictum, the screenplay candidly addresses many issues surrounding pregnancy, including the physical challenges of carrying a child to term, infertility and adoption. “Often pregnancy is portrayed the way people in the media talk about it: women have this wonderful glow and an amazing experience,” says Jones. “But it’s also pretty tough. And our script didn’t flinch from being truthful, honest and grounded.” 

Casting What to Expect was a daunting task – the filmmakers had to balance an ensemble cast of twelve leads – but actors were incredibly responsive to the film’s subject matter and the strength of Cross’ and Hach’s script. Says producer David Thwaites, “You can’t ever be 100% sure about chemistry between actors until the cameras are rolling, so you have to follow your instincts. Kirk and I spent a huge amount of time working out that balance.  I think we have a tremendous cast – there isn’t a single role that I’d change or an actor who hasn’t exceeded my expectations.” 

 “It was incredible how everybody who we really hoped would be in the movie ended up in the movie,” adds author Heidi Murkoff, who also serves as executive producer on the film.   “What amazed us watching the performances is how real they were.  You could tell the actors wanted to be in this movie, that they were invested in it, and they were connected to the whole experience.  I think that makes a big difference.” 

Among the five couples in the film, the one that faces the biggest lifestyle change with the on-set of pregnancy are Jules, a celebrity personal trainer with her own weight loss TV show, and her partner, Evan, a professional dancer. Played by Cameron Diaz and Matthew Morrison, Jules and Evan have become the favored champions on the current season of Evan’s show, Celebrity Dance Factor, and their three-month run has seen both their professional and personal lives become increasingly intertwined.  

“Jules doesn’t think she can get pregnant; but she does, accidentally, and it sort of speeds things up for them as a couple,” explains Diaz. “They’re both dynamic people with really busy careers, and Jules in particular is ‘Type A.’ She’s used to being in control at all times, and now that’s going to have to change.”

Morrison, currently showcased on the hit television series Glee and a veteran of musical theater, is the other Alpha parent in the power couple. “Jules and Evan are two very strong-minded people,” he says. “They butt heads all the time, and they’re challenged to find a compromise in nearly every situation or decision about the baby. From the little things up to the biggies, like circumcision.”

Jones adds, “With a baby about to enter the picture, Jules and Evan realize they have to become less selfish.  They have to work with each other for the good of their child, whether that’s something that comes naturally to them or not.” 

As played by Jennifer Lopez and Rodrigo Santoro, Holly and Alex are also of a similar mind: they are both creative spirits who are used to their freedom and to making their decisions spontaneously.  “Holly and Alex have a lot of fun together,” says Lopez. “He’s into music and she’s into photography, and they’ve been married for a while. But their relationship has been mostly based on having a good time. There needs to be a transition into growing up, becoming a family, and really getting serious about their lives. They’ve been trying to have children, but they can’t. So they decide on adoption.  And that leads to a series of other decisions they have to make along the way.”

As Holly, Lopez was able to explore the intense pressure that many modern women, who have their own careers and tend to have children later in life, experience with regard to having a family. “Holly lives with a tremendous guilt for not being able to do certain things and one of them is the fact that she can't have a baby,” she says. “The one thing that women are supposed to be able to do, she feels like she can't deliver that.  So she's always pushing to make this perfect life. ‘Let's have the house and the baby and the this and the that.’ You realize how much it’s all weighing on her.” 

The anxiety of impending parenthood also affects Alex, who isn’t sure he even wants to be a father. Says Santoro, “He’s a very interesting character because he represents a bunch of guys on this planet who are scared of becoming fathers, of growing up, actually. That was what made me really want to work on the movie.”

Alex’s doubts lead him to seek advice from the “Dudes Group,” an informal support group of Dads who, with toddlers in tow, meet at the park once a week to share the often hilarious, always unvarnished, truth about the vagaries of fatherhood. The leader of the Group is Vic, played by Chris Rock.  Says Rock, “Vic is the head of the Dudes Group.  He’s got the most kids, he’s the most into being a dad.  From what I can see, he knows the most about being a parent.  He’s the elder of the Dude Group. ”

Rock is joined by the comic performers Rob Huebel (as Gabe), Thomas Lennon (as Craig) and Amir Talai (as Patel). “The Dudes are a sort of Greek chorus,” offers co-screenwriter Shauna Cross. “They’re a chorus of misfits, but they really love being dads.”

As a whole, the Dudes Group represents the male perspective of what it is like to raise a child.  “The Dudes Group is a very clear representation of how guys feel about pregnancy,” maintains Jones. “Often, the dads aren’t mentioned at all or, if they are, they’re shown to be very passive with their partners.  These guys say what they think about all of it. And Chris, Rob, Tom and Amir were brilliant at improv and working together.” In fact, the chemistry worked so well between the Dudes that the studio expanded the shoot to allow more time to capture their winning, off-the-cuff comedy. Continues Jones, “When you’ve got four guys who are so adept at improv trying to one-up each other, all you want to do is sit back, listen and enjoy…and toss in the odd idea every now and again.”

As if to throw their struggles in even starker light, the Dudes have one friend among them, a perpetual bachelor named Davis, who represents everything they’ve given up in the name of fatherhood.  Davis has a swinging single life of casual sex, frequent travel, unlimited time to work out and no accountability, and he’s brought fittingly to life by “True Blood” heartthrob, Joe Manganiello. “Davis is the coolest guy in the world,” explains Manganiello. “He’s a jet-setter; he has beautiful women waiting for him in different countries; he photographs surf competitions. All of the dads live vicariously through him, his pictures and the girls.  But it winds up catching up with him in the end.” 

Like Lopez’s Holly, the character of Wendy, played by Elizabeth Banks, is also struggling with fertility issues. “Wendy and Gary are on this crazy schedule, with timed ovulation and closely watched body temperature – everything is so scheduled,” says Banks.  “They’ve been so focused on this goal of creating a baby that they’ve forgotten the goal of having a happy marriage.”

When she successfully conceives, Wendy expects to be a shining example of motherhood. After all, she’s an acknowledged lactation expert who owns a store called The Breast Choice, which helps women master nursing. But for all her expertise and self-righteousness about the pregnancy process, Wendy is completely undone when she finally experiences it herself. Says Banks, “I think for a lot of women, just like it is for Wendy, pregnancy is really uncomfortable, and that’s one of the things that Heidi Murkoff does really well in her book – she really lays that out for you. It’s different for everyone and, for Wendy, it’s very different in that it’s the worst of everything.” 

Explains Jones, “All the not-so-wonderful things about pregnancy that are possible, like flatulence, acne, constipation, swollen ankles, fatigue and anxiety, happen to Wendy. Elizabeth Banks is just a genius comedian, and she played everything so beautifully.”

Wendy’s husband, Gary, played by Ben Falcone, has a front row seat to every one of Wendy’s physical and emotional crises. Formerly overweight, Gary has worked hard to get in shape, gain a measure of self-esteem and defend himself against the relentless competitive impulses of his former NASCAR driver father, Ramsey. But when Wendy gets pregnant, Gary falls off the wagon. Says Falcone, “Gary just finds that the pregnancy brings up old issues in his life and with his dad. He’s kind of an emotional eater so he puts on a lot of sympathy weight with Wendy.”

Wendy and Gary are also tormented by the gloating of Ramsey and his much younger wife, Skyler, who is pregnant with twins and coasting through a trouble-free pregnancy. “Some women just sail through their pregnancy, and in this film it’s Skyler,” explains Jones. “She has no problems whatsoever. She looks and feels amazing. She has the glow and everything.”

Cast as Gary’s superstar dad, Ramsey, is veteran actor Dennis Quaid, who is paired with Brooklyn Decker as Skyler, Gary’s shockingly young “stepmom.” “Dennis has got a fantastic presence,” avows Jones. “He’s been around for a while. He’s seen and done a lot, and his innate confidence that comes from real-life experience was perfect for Ramsey.”

Quaid also brought with him his experience of fathering his nearly twenty-year-old son. “I remember with my first, just before he was born, guys were telling me about how it’s a club, and I didn’t understand what it was like to be in that club until he opened his eyes in the room,” says the actor. “Once they’re born, you suddenly get what it’s like to be in the club, and basically, that your life as you knew it is over, that’s it’s no longer just about you.  Now it’s all about putting someone else first.  And that’s a great experience.”  

After recently starring in Peter Berg’s Battleship, model-turned-actress Brooklyn Decker relished the opportunity to play a character with broad comedic potential.  “I was really excited about Skyler because she’s so over-the-top,” says Decker. “I grew up in North Carolina which is NASCAR country, and Skyler is a NASCAR wife.  When I read the script I thought, I know this girl.  I grew up with this girl.”

 Decker is aware that pregnancies like Skyler’s are few and far between.  In a spirit of solidarity, she admits, “I remember at one of the fittings for the prosthetic belly, I looked at myself in the mirror, with not a pound gained, with a fake belly that had been bronzed and toned and tanned, perfectly sculpted to my body, and I just knew that I was setting such an unrealistic standard not only for myself, but for every woman out there.  I have to apologize in advance to all the moms-to-be!”

Actors Anna Kendrick, known for her work in Up In The Air and The Twilight Saga, and “Gossip Girl’s” Chace Crawford round out the quintet of couples as Rosie and Marco, two young, ambitious chefs who operate rival food trucks and grapple with an unplanned pregnancy after a one-night stand. Crawford explains, “Marco and Rosie make a bet on who can sell the most signature items during the rush, and afterwards they have some drinks and, well, one thing leads to another.”

When she learns she’s pregnant, Rosie is as blindsided as Marco, and her experience reflects the film’s motto: when it comes to pregnancy, expected the unexpected.  Explains Kendrick, “She wants an answer. She wants a solution. And she wants him to have a great plan. But it’s never that simple.”

With the principals cast, Jones took just as much care casting the film’s supporting roles with notable talent. Those actors include Rebel Wilson as Janice, Wendy’s assistant, and a long list of performers, many of whom appear as themselves:  Megan Mullally, Kim Fields, Cheryl Cole, Dwyane Wade, Whitney Port and Tyce Diorio. “It’s very easy when you’re putting a movie together with so many lead actors to lose sight of the potential of the supporting cast,” says Jones. “But it was a joy for me every day to turn up on set and be so impressed and appreciative of the contributions of the supporting cast, all of whom delivered above and beyond.”

What to Expect When You’re Expecting slated a 48-day/nine week shoot in and around Atlanta, Georgia, with commencement of principal photography on July 26, 2011. The filmmakers decided to film each story separately, so that each couple had the best opportunity to familiarize themselves with their roles and with each other. “It’s almost like we shot five short films,” says Jones. “It turned out to be very rewarding for everyone, to work in these concentrated two-week shooting periods.”
Jones entered production fully aware of the challenges of filming in Georgia in the summer, especially with a large cast and a set full of babies and toddlers. Miraculously, the production sailed through mild weather and a problem-free schedule. Several of the smooth shooting days can be credited to the baby-whispering skills of professional baby wrangler, Dawn Jeffory-Nelson. “What to Expect was definitely the most babies I’ve ever worked with in one shoot,” reports Jeffory-Nelson. “There were days where we had 35 babies on set at one time or another, and never less than seven together in a scene.  So it was challenging, sure, but we pulled it all together.”  

Costume designer Karen Patch and special prosthetics makeup effects supervisor Matthew Mungle worked closely together to accurately portray the changing silhouettes of the pregnant characters over the course of their 38-week terms. Patch created charts tracing the various stages of each character’s pregnancy while Mungle fashioned the necessary prosthetics. Following an array of photographed costume fittings, Patch and Jones would consult and mutually approve all of the final looks. “Karen was fantastic in the wardrobe department. She not only found dresses and costumes that accentuated the bump, she managed to bring great style to the film, too,” reports Jones. “And Matthew was amazing with all of the actresses’ progressive bumps. They all had to be absolutely convincing, because I knew that would be something that audiences would watch out for.”

Elizabeth Banks found the costumes and prosthetics immensely helpful in creating her performance. “The costuming was so integral to the character, it was really a case of the character being created from the outside in,” she says. “We didn’t need that much coaching on how to walk, because when you put on a 10-pound belly, it makes your back arch, it makes you sit in a different way, move a different way.” Banks smiles, then adds, “And my boobs were outrageous in this movie.  Let me put it this way. The boobs that I wore were bought online.  I don’t understand what their purpose is outside of what we’re using them for.  Who is buying these?  I haven’t a clue.  But thank you for making them, whoever you are, because we got great use of out them.” 

The women on the set weren’t the only ones to enjoy the character-enhancing presence of prosthetics.  During the course of Wendy’s pregnancy, Ben Falcone’s Gary grows more anxious, and gains ‘sympathy weight’ that exceeds his wife’s.  Costumer Patch notes, “What made it interesting is that while the character of Gary was supposed to be gaining weight, the actor, Ben Falcone, was actually losing.  He’d come in to a fitting, and the wardrobe that previously fit him would either be too big or too small, depending on what size we put him in.  He also had three sizes, like the women—three, six and nine months.  What starts with love handles and a thickening chest turns into a paunch and man boobs.” 

For the ladies, great prosthetics and costumes, however, could not cover every aspect of how to embody a woman late in pregnancy.  In order to ensure absolute accuracy in its portrayal of women in late pregnancy, the production utilized a midwife/nurse—who had delivered over 1,000 children—who remained on set whenever actresses who were supposed to be pregnant, expectant or delivering were called for work.  The healthcare worker watched each performer carefully, looking for any inauthentic moment or movement that didn’t ring true (for example when Brooklyn Decker’s Skyler rose from a seated position too quickly), and also for things that could reinforce the authenticity (such as having Elizabeth Banks’ Wendy hold her lower back, indicating the pain and fatigue that sometimes accompanies pregnancy).  “We wanted to make sure that we portrayed these women accurately,” says Kirk Jones, “because a good portion of the audience will have experienced whatever it is the character was going through, and it would be spotted immediately if we didn’t get it right.”

Sometimes, the women in the shot didn’t need coaching on how to be a believable pregnant woman because they were pregnant.  Kirk Jones noted and found it fitting that one of the pregnant extras during the first days of filming appeared in another scene toward the end of the shoot as a new mother of her own healthy baby. On another occasion, four days prior to wrap, a scene being filmed included Elizabeth Banks, Ben Falcone and Rebel Wilson, along with about 25 real pregnant women and about 95 fake pregger-padded women.  One of the very pregnant extras went into labor, and Heidi Murkoff, the set medic and the midwife/nurse/advisor remained with the woman until the arrival of the EMTs.  Nothing like life intruding on art… 
Creating the film’s fictional reality television show, Celebrity Dance Factor, required more prep time than any other sequence in the film. Working within a restrictive budget and an extremely limited time frame, production designer Andrew Laws and the location team found an abandoned Home Depot just outside of Atlanta, in Austell, Georgia, and transformed it into the glitzy set for Celebrity Dance Factor. The spectacular results even managed to impress real-life dance show stars Tyce Diorio and Cheryl Cole. In addition to playing a celebrity judge on Dance Factor, Diorio also served as the film’s choreographer, providing the jazzy Cha-Cha for contestants Jules and Evan, the disco-influenced Whitney Port number, and Dwayne Wade’s hip-hop-inflected dance sequence.  

 As a rule, production used practical, real life locations for its shooting sets. Recalls producer David Thwaites, “We were very intent on shooting Atlanta for Atlanta, and that definitely helped us, because we could go into locations and not have to pretend they were someplace else.” Apart from the Celebrity Dance Factor set and Wendy’s store, The Breast Choice, which production built from the ground up, the filmmakers were understandably forced to break their practical location rule in one other instance: Holly’s and Alex’s journey to Ethiopia. With the help of green screens and ample set dressing, Laws and his team transformed a rural church in McDonough, Georgia into an Ethiopian orphanage and the Fulton County airport into a remote Ethiopian airport.  The sequence was enhanced by plate shots captured by a skeleton crew dispatched to Johannesburg, South Africa.
Now that the film is completed, the filmmakers hope that What to Expect When You’re Expecting succeeds in portraying the varied experience of pregnancy with genuine humor and honesty. Co-screenwriter Shauna Cross hopes the film might inject some reality back into the way pregnancy and childbirth are regarded and portrayed.  “I hope that people who have gone through pregnancy feel like they can relate to it,” says the screenwriter. “And I hope the people who are going through it go easy on themselves. Maybe they’ll opt to not judge themselves and open up to the generous spirit of the movie and just laugh a lot.” 

 “I think the movie really taps into the joy of having kids,” avows Chris Rock. “Being a father is the best gig I’ve ever had, and there’s really nothing anybody can do to truly prepare for everything that it is.  Doesn’t matter how much money you have. Doesn’t matter what kind of job you have. Kids are great. And they love you no matter what.”

Director Kirk Jones thinks that What to Expect When You’re Expecting’s combination of humor and emotion is something that should appeal to most moviegoers, regardless of their feelings about having children. “I believe that everyone, at one time or another, thinks about either having – or not having – children,” says Jones. “It’s a deeply human experience that’s obviously not for everyone, and it doesn’t have to be. But I believe that whatever our thoughts are on the matter, stories about bringing new beings into the world resonate on a deeper level.  I think this movie manages to look at the way things really are for expectant parents today, and to remind us all just how fun and fulfilling it really is.”
ABOUT THE CAST

CAMERON DIAZ (Jules) is an established star around the world in the genres of comedy, action and drama.  She most recently starred opposite Jason Segel and Justin Timberlake in Jake Kasdan’s hit comedy “Bad Teacher;” and Seth Rogen and Jay Chou in “The Green Hornet.”  Previous to that, she reprised her role as ‘Princess Fiona’ in DreamWorks’ final installation of the enormously successful “Shrek” franchise, “Shrek Forever After.”  She has completed filming on the Coen Brothers’ remake of the crime comedy “Gambit,” starring opposite Colin Firth.
Diaz was recently seen starring opposite Tom Cruise in 20th Century Fox’s “Knight and Day.”  She also starred in Nick Casavettes’ family drama “My Sister’s Keeper,” and in 2008 she starred opposite Ashton Kutcher in the hit romantic comedy “What Happens in Vegas.”
Diaz made her feature film debut at the age 21, captivating moviegoers as Tina Carlisle in “The Mask.”  In addition to becoming one of Jim Carrey’s biggest hits, “The Mask” gained distinction as the film that launched Cameron Diaz’ career in motion pictures.
Soon, Diaz was starring in independent films such as “The Last Supper;” “Feeling Minnesota,” in which she co-starred with Keanu Reeves; Edward Burns’ “She’s the One;” and “Head Above Water,” in which she starred opposite Harvey Keitel.
1997 saw Diaz co-starring with Julia Roberts, Dermot Mulroney and Rupert Everett in the charming crowd-pleaser and box office hit “My Best Friend’s Wedding.”
The following year, her performance in the title role in the romantic comedy “There’s Something About Mary” garnered the actress a New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actress, in addition to her first of four Golden Globe® nominations. 
The dark comedy, “Very Bad Things,” directed by Peter Berg, was next up, followed by the cult hit “Being John Malkovich,” opposite John Cusack, Catherine Keener and John Malkovich.  Directed by Spike Jonze, her performance earned Diaz another Golden Globe® nomination, as well as nominations for the Screen Actors Guild Award and the Best Actress BAFTA.
Her career continued to soar with “Charlie’s Angels,” Sony Pictures’ feature film version of the ‘70s television series.  Playing opposite Drew Barrymore, Lucy Liu and Bill Murray, the film broke domestic box office records for a non-holiday weekend and grossed $265 million worldwide. The film’s sequel, “Charlie’s Angels: Full Throttle,” was released in 2003 and earned more than $250 million worldwide.
Additional credits of note include Oliver Stone’s football drama, “Any Given Sunday;” Martin Scorsese’s Academy Award®-nominated “Gangs of New York,” in which she starred with Leonardo DiCaprio and Daniel Day-Lewis, and for which she was nominated for a Golden Globe®; and a pivotal role in “Vanilla Sky,” directed by Cameron Crowe and starring Tom Cruise, Penelope Cruz and Jason Lee.  That film earned Diaz yet more nominations for the Golden Globe®, an AFI Award and a SAG Award.
Diaz also starred in Nancy Meyers’ romantic comedy “The Holiday;” Curtis Hansen’s critically acclaimed “In Her Shoes;” and the thriller “The Box.” 

Actress, singer, producer and entrepreneur JENNIFER LOPEZ (Holly) has sold over 60 million records worldwide and starred in multiple box office number ones, including “Monster-In-Law” and “The Wedding Planner.” In 2001, “The Wedding Planner” opened at the top of the box office, while her album, “J.Lo,” was number one on the Billboard Top 200 Chart.  The two simultaneous number one honors made Lopez the first woman to have a number one movie and album in the same week.

Lopez made her feature debut in the highly acclaimed “Mi Familia,” which garnered her an Independent Spirit Award nomination for her role as the young mother ‘Maria Sanchez.’ Lopez earned widespread acclaim for her work in the title role of “Selena,” which brought her a Golden Globe® Award nomination.  In 2002, Lopez was awarded ShoWest Female Star of the Year, and in 2006, Lopez received the Women in Film: Crystal Award.  Additionally, the National Council of La Raza, the largest Latino advocacy group in the nation, named her Entertainer of the Year at the American Latino Media Arts (ALMA) Awards.

She has enjoyed successes in front of and behind the camera including feature films “El Cantante,” a drama about the life of salsa legend Hector Lavoe; and “Bordertown” opposite Antonio Banderas – both of which she produced.   Other film credits include Lasse Hallström’s “An Unfinished Life” with Robert Redford and Morgan Freeman; Oliver Stone’s “U-Turn”; “Maid In Manhattan”; “Money Train”; Francis Ford Coppola’s “Jack” with Robin Williams; “Blood and Wine” opposite Jack Nicholson; Luis Mandoki’s “Angel Eyes”; “The Cell”; Steven Soderbergh’s “Out of Sight” with George Clooney; Michael Apted’s “Enough”; and “Anaconda.”

Nuyorican Productions is the Los Angeles-based film, television, and New Media division of Jennifer Lopez Enterprises. Founded by Lopez and her business partner Simon Fields, the production company began as a result of their successful collaboration on the film “Shall We Dance,” which grossed over $200 million worldwide.

Presently, Nuyorican has an overall film and television deal at Fox, where the company is developing hour-long dramedy “The Family Arias” with “Ugly Betty” creator Silvio Horta. Nuyorican is also in development on an untitled half-hour comedy with writer Grace Parra at MTV, the one-hour drama “The Fosters” with writers Peter Paige and Brad Bredeweg at ABC Family, and “Whateverland,” a half-hour comedy based on the book by Alexis Stewart and Jennifer Koppelman Hutt at ABC Studios.  Nuyorican is also about to start production on an a TV adaptation of the hit Scholastic book series “Amigas” at MTV TRES - the network's first hour-long drama series.

In the non-scripted space, Nuyorican's Lopez-starring bilingual Latin-America talent-search show “Q Viva!” recently aired on Fox after breaking ratings records on Univision. The company's hit series “South Beach Tow” premiered its second season on February 15th on TruTV, and crime procedural “Big Easy Justice” began airing in April on Spike. Nuyorican is also in production on the pilot “Code Enforcers” for TruTV.

This fall will see the launch of TBE, an entertainment show and digital extension of the Tiger Beat brand platformed via the highly successful youth-skewing AOL/Cambio online community. Nuyorican is producing in conjunction with Believe Entertainment.

Later this year, Nuyorican will begin production on a big-budget adaptation of “Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego?” for Walden Media and Fox, with Lopez starring in the title role. The company is also developing a remake of “Overboard” in conjunction with Sony Pictures, GK Films and Will Smith's Overbrook Pictures.

Jennifer Lopez partnered with Coty and produced 18 successful fragrances over the past 10 years and was awarded with the ACE Fashion Icon of the Year award in 2006 for her contribution to accessories and the fashion industry.

ELIZABETH BANKS (Wendy) has become one of Hollywood’s most sought after and versatile actresses. Her upcoming films include “Welcome to People.”  She can currently be seen starring in Lionsgate’s “The Hunger Games,” in which she stars as ‘Effie Trinket.’ 


Also upcoming is DreamWorks Pictures’ “People Like Us,” in which she stars opposite Chris Pine, Olivia Wilde and Michelle Pfeiffer. The film, which will be released on June 29th, 2012, follows a businessman (Pine) who returns home after his estranged father’s death and discovers that he has an alcoholic sister (Banks) with a 12-year-old son.

She was also recently seen in “Man on a Ledge” with Sam Worthington, released by Summit Entertainment on January 27th, 2012.







In August 2011, she was seen in “Our Idiot Brother” opposite Paul Rudd, Emily Mortimer and Zooey Deschanel, directed by Paul Haggis. “Our Idiot Brother” and “The Details” premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January 2011 and were purchased for distribution by The Weinstein Company. In “The Details,” she stars as ‘Nealy Lang,’ whose husband’s (Tobey Maguire) efforts to rid his backyard of lawn-destroying raccoons somehow leads him down a path with disastrous results.

She also starred opposite Russell Crowe in “The Next Three Days” in 2010. In 2008, Banks received critical acclaim for her role as ‘First Lady Laura Bush’ opposite Josh Brolin in Oliver Stone’s “W.” The impressive cast included James Cromwell, Richard Dreyfuss, Ellen Burstyn and Jeffrey Wright.  In Kevin Smith’s “Zack and Miri Make a Porno,” Banks (Miri) and Zack (Seth) played two broke friends who decide to cure their financial ills by making an X-rated movie.

Banks’ additional feature credits include her breakthrough roles in the award Academy Award® winning films “Seabiscuit,” in which she starred as ‘Marcela Howard’ opposite Jeff Bridges and Tobey Maguire, and in Steve Spielberg’s “Catch Me If You Can.”  She has also appeared in “Role Models,” “Meet Dave,” “Invincible,” “The 40-Year-Old Virgin,” “Fred Claus,” “Sisters,” “Slither,” “Heights,” “The Baxter,” “The Trade,” “Ordinary Sinner,” “The Uninvited,” “Daltry Calhoun,” “Sexual Life,” John Singleton’s “Shaft” with Samuel L. Jackson and cult hit “Wet Hot American Summer” starring Janeane Garofalo and David Hyde Pierce. She also appeared as journalist ‘Betty Brant,’ a role that director Sam Raimi created for her, in Columbia Pictures’ three blockbuster “Spider-Man” films with Tobey Maguire as the title character.

On the small screen, Banks has recently been seen in a recurring role as ‘Avery Jessup,’ Alec Baldwin’s love interest, on the NBC series “30 Rock.” She earned an Emmy® Award nomination in 2011 for ‘Outstanding Guest Actress in a Comedy Series’ for her performance. She has also appeared on ABC’s “Modern Family” and in a recurring role as ‘Dr. Kim Porter’ on NBC’s “Scrubs.” In 2007 she appeared in the CBS mini-series “Comanche Moon,” which is Larry McMurtry’s popular prequel to “Lonesome Dove.”

She recently wrapped production on Universal Pictures’ “Pitch Perfect,” which she is producing with her husband, Max Handelman, through their company, Brownstone Productions. The cast includes Anna Kendrick, Brittany Snow and Rebel Wilson. Banks also produced Disney’s 2009 sci-fi thriller “The Surrogates,” starring Bruce Willis, through her company Brownstone Productions.  Upcoming projects for Brownstone, which Banks runs with her husband Max Handelman, include “Tink,” a Disney live-action romantic comedy in which Banks will star as the title character of ‘Tinkerbell;’ “Forever 21,” a DreamWorks comedy which Banks will star in and produce; “Too Far From Home,” a Universal film about three astronauts who were stranded on the international space station; and the college a cappella group comedy “Pitch Perfect.”

Her extensive theater credits include many roles in American Conservatory Theatre productions, as well as the Guthrie Theater’s production of “Summer & Smoke,” directed by David Esbjornson.  In 2006, Banks played Cherie, the female lead in William Inge’s comedy “Bus Stop,” as part of the Williamstown Theater Festival.

Originally from Massachusetts, Banks received her Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Pennsylvania and her Graduate Degree at the American Conservatory Theater.  She currently resides in Los Angeles.

CHACE CRAWFORD (Marco) is a talented young actor who has established himself as a breakout star.

Crawford will next star in Bruce Beresford’s film “Peace, Love, & Misunderstanding,” opposite Catherine Keener, Elizabeth Olsen and Jane Fonda.  The movie follows a Gotham lawyer (Keener), who retreats to the farmhouse owned by her hippie mother (Fonda) after her husband asks for a divorce.  Crawford plays an anti-war butcher who captures the romantic interest of the daughter of Keener’s character.  The movie is produced by BCDF Pictures’ Claude Dal Farra, Brice Dal Farra, Lauren Munsch and Jonathan Burkhart and will be released by IFC Films on June 8, 2012.  

Crawford stars in The CW hit drama “Gossip Girl” as ‘Nate Archibald,’ the handsome, only child of a wealthy and well-known family in turmoil.  The show is based on Cecily von Ziegesar’s New York Times best-selling book series, and is written by Stephanie Savage and Josh Schwartz (FOX’s “The O.C.”).  The show is currently in its fifth season.

In 2010, Crawford starred in Joel Schumacher’s “Twelve,” based on the novel by Nick McDowell.  He portrays young drug dealer ‘White Mike,’ whose high-rolling life is dismantled after his cousin is murdered, and his best friend is arrested for the crime.  The film co-stars Emma Roberts, 50 Cent and Ellen Barkin and was shot in New York. 

Crawford grew up in Plano, Texas.  He moved to Los Angeles to attend Pepperdine University.  His first big break came when he landed the role of ‘Tyler Simms’ in “The Covenant.” 

Currently Crawford splits his time between Los Angeles and New York City.

After being prodded by friends to look into modeling at the age of 16, BROOKLYN DECKER (Skyler) met with Charlotte-based agency Evolution Models who helped her to land her first gig in 2002 as the face of prom dress designer Mauri Simone.  At 18, Brooklyn moved to New York City and signed with Marilyn Model Management, the prestigious agency that also represents Adriana Lima and French First Lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy.  She quickly rose to stardom within the industry, gracing the pages of magazines including Vogue, Elle, GQ, Glamour, Cosmopolitan, PoP Magazine and Teen Vogue.
Brooklyn’s big break came in 2006 when she first appeared in the wildly popular Sports Illustrated “Swimsuit Issue.”  Her sophisticated, all-American look earned her a reoccurring spot in the 2007, 2008 and 2009 issues.  In 2010, Brooklyn Decker cemented her place in pop culture history by appearing on the cover of the magazine and was consequently named Esquire.com’s “Sexiest Woman Alive” and received the Spike TV Guys Choice “Hotter than Hell Award.” 

Earlier this year, Brooklyn starred in her first role in a feature film playing a young school teacher romanced by a plastic surgeon (Adam Sandler).  In the comedy “Just Go With It” for Columbia Pictures, Sandler enlists his assistant (Jennifer Aniston) to pretend to be his ex-wife, in order to cover up a careless lie.  Her performance in the film earned her the Teen Choice Award for “Choice Movie Breakout: Female.”

Brooklyn recently played the female lead role in Pete Berg’s “Battleship,” released in Spring 2012, for Universal Pictures, opposite Taylor Kitsch, Alexander Skarsgård, Liam Neeson and Rihanna.   The epic movie follows a group of young Navy sailors who come across a mysterious object during an international exercise.  Before they know it, they find themselves under siege by an alien envoy. Against superior technology, size and strength they must unite to fight for their own survival as well as the survival of the planet.
Brooklyn has also appeared in NBC’S comedy sitcom pilot “Lipshitz Saves the World” which led to guest starring roles on NBC’s “Chuck” and ABC’s “Ugly Betty” as well as the USA Network hit “Royal Pains.” 
When not working, Brooklyn is an avid sports fan, cheering on her favorite teams, the University of North Carolina Tar Heels and the Carolina Panthers.  Inspired by her love of sports and her aunt’s personal struggles from being born without a corpus callosum in her brain, Brooklyn became active in the Special Olympics in her hometown of Charlotte in 2004 and is now a global ambassador for Special Olympics.  
In April 2009, Brooklyn married professional tennis player Andy Roddick in a private ceremony in Austin.  The couple currently lives in Brooklyn, New York and Austin, Texas with their English bulldog, Billie Jean.
BEN FALCONE’s (Gary) comedy chops were revealed to the world in the wildly successful summer 2011 film “Bridesmaids.”  A working actor and Groundlings alum, his hilarious portrayal of Air Marshall Jon, opposite real-life wife Melissa McCarthy, brought him from comedy community favorite to recognizable heavy-hitter.
Upon completion of WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING, Falcone went right back to work, creating and starring in a CBS half-hour comedy pilot.
Outside of work, Ben spends every spare minute being dad to Vivian and Georgie.
ANNA KENDRICK (Rosie) is currently shooting Dylan Kidd's “Get A Job,” a comedy film, opposite Bryan Cranston in Los Angeles. She recently starred in Summit Entertainment’s dramatic comedy “50/50” with Seth Rogen and Joseph Gordon-Levitt. The film received rave reviews from fans and critics alike and several award nominations. The young starlet has a slew of other new projects lined up including a starring role in “End of Watch” opposite Jake Gyllenhaal; the crime drama will be directed by David Ayer slated to open September 28th. She is also voicing a character in the Focus animated feature “ParaNorman” opening August 17th, as well as starring in the apocalyptic comedy “Rapturepalooza” (Lionsgate).  Anna just completed filming the comedy “Pitch Perfect” (Universal) in Louisiana.
In 2010, Kendrick starred opposite George Clooney and Jason Bateman in the lauded film “Up in the Air,” directed by Jason Reitman. Kendrick earned a best supporting actress Oscar® nomination and was honored as best supporting actress by The National Board of Review and Best Breakout Star at the MTV Movie Awards. She also earned nominations from the Critic’s Choice Movie Awards, the Golden Globes®, BAFTA and the Screen Actors Guild.
Anna was seen in the action-packed, genre-bending film “Scott Pilgrim vs. The World” opposite Michael Cera. Kendrick was also seen in the blockbuster “Twilight” and the sequels “New Moon,” “Eclipse” and “Breaking Dawn Part 1.”
Kendrick also notably starred in PictureHouse’s “Rocket Science” directed by Jeffrey Blitz.  Her performance as an ultra-competitive high school debate team member garnered critical acclaim and the film received a nomination for the Grand Jury Prize at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival. For her work in the film, Anna was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Actress.
Kendrick made her feature film debut in director Todd Graff’s “Camp,” a darling of the 2003 Sundance Film Festival.  Her performance in the cult hit earned her an Independent Spirit Award nomination, as well as a Best Supporting Actress nomination at the Annual Chlotrudis Awards.
An accomplished theater veteran, Kendrick began her career as Dinah Lord in the 1997 Broadway musical production of “High Society,” for which she received a Tony Award Nomination as Best Featured Actress in a Musical.  At 12 years old, the honor made her the second youngest Tony nominee in award history.  Kendrick also garnered Drama League and Theatre World awards as well as Drama Desk and FANY award nominations.
Kendrick’s additional theater work includes a featured role with the New York City Opera’s production of “A Little Night Music,” starring Jeremy Irons, “My Favorite Broadway/The Leading Ladies: Live at Carnegie Hall,” and Broadway workshops of “Jane Eyre” and “The Little Princess.”
She currently resides in Los Angeles, California.
A star of stage and screen, MATTHEW MORRISON (Evan) has been nominated for Tony, Emmy® and two Golden Globe® Awards.

Morrison recently hosted and narrated the PBS special entitled “Oscar Hammerstein II - Out of My Dreams,” focusing on the Broadway producers’ life and career, which aired in March 2012.

Also in March 2012, Morrison was featured in a performance of Dustin Lance Black's play, “8” - a staged reenactment of the federal trial that overturned California's Prop 8 ban on same-sex marriage. The performance raised money for the American Foundation for Equal Rights.

Morrison has signed with Adam Levine’s 222 Records and will be releasing a Broadway standards album later this year.  Morrison released his self-titled debut solo album with Mercury Records in May of 2011. 

Morrison currently stars in season three of “Glee,” Fox’s hit musical comedy series from Ryan Murphy.  In the show, Morrison stars as ‘Will Schuester,’ an optimistic high school teacher, who tries to refuel his own passion while re-inventing the high school’s glee club and challenging a group of outcasts to realize their star potential. 

Morrison studied musical theater, vocal performance and dance at New York University’s renowned Tisch School of the Arts.  His big Broadway break came when he was cast as heartthrob ‘Link Larkin’ in the hit “Hairspray.”  Morrison was later nominated for a Tony Award for his role in “The Light in the Piazza,” and received a Drama Desk Nomination for Outstanding Actor in a Musical for “10 Million Miles.”  He also starred in the Tony-winning revival of “South Pacific” at Lincoln Center Theater in New York. 

A California native, Morrison divides his time between Los Angeles and New York.

With every role he plays, DENNIS QUAID (Ramsey) upholds his place as one of the most charismatic actors of our time.  

Upcoming, Quaid can be seen this Fall, in “The Words,” opposite Bradley Cooper, Jeremy Irons and Olivia Wilde.  The film debuted at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival and is scheduled for release in October 2012. At the beginning of this year, Dennis was seen in Martin Guigui’s independent feature, “Beneath the Darkness.”
On the small screen, Quaid recently completed production on a pilot for CBS‘, “The Untitled Ralph Lamb project” directed by James Mangold.  Quaid plays ‘Ralph Lamb,’ a former cowboy who becomes the sheriff of Las Vegas in 1962 who reshapes the police department, and brings law and order to a town run by mobsters and small time crooks. The pilot co-stars Michael Chiklis and Jason O’Mara.  

Quaid recently completed work on Gabriele Muccino‘s “Playing the Field,” in which he co-stars with Gerard Butler, Uma Thurman, Jessica Biel and Catherine Zeta-Jones. The film is scheduled to be released on December 25, 2012.  In 2011, Quaid also wrapped production on Ramin Bahrani’s film, “Heartland,” alongside Zac Efron and Heather Graham.  
Quaid had a busy year in 2011.  His film “Soul Surfer,” in which he starred alongside Helen Hunt and AnnaSophia Robb, became the spring’s sleeper hit.  He later appeared as ‘Reverend Shaw’ in the well-received remake of “Footloose” for director Craig Brewer.  
In 2010, Dennis starred in the Sony Screen Gems fantasy-thriller, “Legion,” alongside Paul Bettany.  He also portrayed ‘President Bill Clinton’ in the HBO movie, “The Special Relationship,” directed by Richard Loncraine, for which Dennis received a Golden Globe® nomination.  
Quaid began acting in high school and studied theater at the University of Houston.  Soon after his arrival in Hollywood, he landed the plum role of a working-class tough in “Breaking Away.”
Since that time, his list of starring roles crosses genres and decades, reaffirming his place as one of the most versatile and magnetic actors on the screen today.   Quaid received honors from the New York Film Critics Circle and The Independent Spirit Awards as Best Supporting Actor of the Year and also garnered nominations for a Golden Globe® Award and Screen Actors Guild Award® for his performance in the critically acclaimed 2002 film, “Far From Heaven.” 
Quaid has worked with the best directors, including Stephen Sommers, Paul Weitz, Roland Emmerich, Mike Figgis, Todd Haynes, Steven Soderbergh, Oliver Stone, Nancy Meyers, Lasse Hallstrom, Lawrence Kasdan, Steve Kloves, Herbert Ross, Mike Nichols, Alan Parker, Taylor Hackford, Joe Dante, Wolfgang Petersen, Ivan Reitman, Walter Hill and Peter Yates. 
His list of onscreen collaborations includes the names of the industry’s brightest stars:  Forest Whitaker, Sigourney Weaver, William Hurt, Sarah Jessica Parker, Hugh Grant, Scarlett Johansson, Jake Gyllenhaal, Billy Bob Thornton, Sharon Stone, Julianne Moore, Benicio del Toro, Michael Douglas, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Al Pacino, Cameron Diaz, Jamie Foxx, Sean Connery, Julia Roberts, Kevin Costner, Gene Hackman, Meryl Streep, Meg Ryan, Kathleen Turner, Jessica Lange, Sam Shepard, Ed Harris, Scott Glenn and Bill Murray, among many others. 

Quaid splits his time between homes in Los Angeles, Montana and Texas.
Lauded by awards and critics alike, CHRIS ROCK (Vic) is one of our generation’s strongest comedic voices. The Brooklyn-raised comedian has garnered four Emmy® Awards, three Grammy® Awards, is listed as number five on Comedy Central’s “100 Greatest Stand-Ups of All Time” and was honored in 2006 with HBO’s esteemed “Comedian Award.” Rock recently made his Broadway debut in Stephen Adly Guirgis’s “The Motherf**ker With The Hat,” in which he starred alongside Bobby Cannavale, Elizabeth Rodriquez, Annabella Sciorra and Yul Vasquez. The play opened to rave reviews on April 11th and ran at the Gerard Schoenfeld Theatre.  In June, he will reprise his role as the voice of Marty in DreamWorks Animation’s “Madagascar 3,” along with Ben Stiller and Jada Pickett Smith. Rock previously starred with Stiller and Smith in “Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa,” which has grossed over $515 million worldwide, as well as the blockbuster “Madagascar,” which was released in 2005.   Later in 2012, Rock will be seen opposite Julie Delpy in the independent drama “2 Days in New York;” the follow up to both “2 Days in Paris” and “Before Sunset,” for which Rock’s performance received terrific reviews when the film opened at the Sundance Film Festival.
In 2010, Rock appeared on the big screen opposite Adam Sandler, Kevin James and Salma Hayek in the comedy “Grown Ups,” as well as “Death at a Funeral;” an urban reworking of the British comedy, on which he also served as producer and co-writer.  With Neil LaBute directing, this was the pair’s first reunion for a film since their initial working together on the dark comedy “Nurse Betty,” in which Rock co-starred alongside Morgan Freeman, Greg Kinnear and Renee Zellweger, and LaBute directed.
Rock competed at the 2009 Sundance Film Festival as first-time documentary filmmaker for his film, “Good Hair,” a comedic and insightful look into the immense African-American hair industry. The critically-acclaimed film won the Sundance “Special Jury Prize,” the NAACP Image Award for “Outstanding Documentary” and was named “Top Five Documentaries of 2009” by the National Board of Review.
In 2008, Rock kicked off his first stand-up tour in over three years – “No Apologies” – featuring all new material. The tour kicked off in New York and then headed to the United Kingdom where Rock performed for his first time ever overseas. He immediately sold out his original set of 2008 U.K. tour dates, and to satisfy the fervent demand, an additional week-long overseas leg was added. Rock’s tour returned to the United States in early February, where it lasted through May, with additional international dates following in Australia, South Africa and Europe before returning the tour to the US throughout the summer. On May 23rd, Rock broke the Guinness World Record for the largest audience ever at a comedy show in the UK by selling out the O2 Arena on 2 consecutive nights with an audience of 15,900 each night.
Coinciding with the tour, Rock also released his first “best-of” album, “Cheese and Crackers: The Greatest Bits,” through Geffen Records. Featuring 19 tracks of Rock’s most notorious moments, “Cheese and Crackers: The Greatest Bits” showcases the Brooklyn-raised comic’s insight on everything from race relations, politics, sex, and the infamous “N-word.”
Serving as both co-creator and narrator, Rock’s television series “Everybody Hates Chris,” about a black kid in a mostly white school in 1980’s, was inspired by Rock’s own life. Upon its debut on UPN in 2005, it was named one of Entertainment Weekly’s “top new series,” making it the most-watched comedy in UPN’s history.  In 2006, the show earned both a Golden Globe® nomination for Best Television Series Musical or Comedy and a Writers Guild Awards nomination for Best New Series.
Rock made his directorial debut with “Head of State,” in which he also starred alongside Bernie Mac.  His feature film debut was in “Beverly Hills Cop II” with Eddie Murphy.  He went on to write, create, star and produce the rap comedy “CB4” in 1993, a satire of the world of hardcore rap, which opened #1 at the box office. Other film credits include “Boomerang,” with Eddie Murphy; “Panther,” directed by Mario Van Peebles; “New Jack City” with Wesley Snipes (a film marking Rock’s dramatic debut as a desperate crack addict); and “I’m Gonna Git You Sucka!” with Keenen Ivory Wayans. The summer of 1998 saw Chris Rock co-star in two $100-million-plus grossing films: “Lethal Weapon 4” and “Dr. Doolittle.” Rock starred in Kevin Smith’s “Dogma,” which also featured Ben Affleck, Salma Hayek and Matt Damon. He also starred in the Jerry Bruckheimer-produced “Bad Company” opposite Anthony Hopkins; and the romantic comedy “Down to Earth” co-directed by Paul and Chris Weitz and co-written by Rock.  In March of 2007, Rock starred in “I Think I Love My Wife,” a film which he also wrote and directed and “The Longest Yard” with Adam Sandler, a remake of the 1974 classic.
After gaining early success as a stand-up comedian, Rock joined the cast of NBC’s Saturday Night Live in 1989. In 1993, he taped his first HBO special “Chris Rock: Big Ass Jokes,” which was honored with a CableAce Award. Rock served as the sole 1996 presidential campaign correspondent for the acclaimed “Politically Incorrect,” then on Comedy Central, and received an Emmy® nomination for a shared writing credit in the category of Outstanding Writing for a Variety or Music Program for the show. Rock’s true emergence as a celebrated talent can be traced to his next HBO special, “Bring the Pain,” which was honored with two Emmy® Awards for Best Writing and Outstanding Special in 1997. “Bring the Pain” was released as a home video as well as a Grammy® Award-winning CD. Rock went on to host the acclaimed “Chris Rock Show,” which began airing on HBO in 1997. Rock and his popular talk show were honored with several Emmy® nominations for both writing and best host. The show then received an Emmy® Award for Best Writing in 1999.
His next HBO stand-up special, “Bigger & Blacker,” taped on the stage of Harlem’s fabled Apollo Theatre, earned three Emmy® nominations for Rock, while the CD went on to win the Grammy® Award for Best Spoken or Comedy Album.  In 2003, Rock embarked on his North American stand-up tour, entitled the “Black Ambition Tour” that ran in 64 cities with over 80 shows through March of 2004. Rock’s following HBO special, “Never Scared,” aired in April 2004, and was nominated for two Emmys®. Its CD also earned the Grammy® for Best Comedy Album.  In 2008, Rock returned to the Apollo Theater in New York for his latest HBO stand-up special “Kill the Messenger,” which also taped in London and South Africa. The special earned Rock his fourth Emmy® award.
Rock hosted the 77th Annual Academy Awards® in 2005, as well as the MTV Video Music Awards in 1999 and 2003.  Rock’s debut book, “Rock This” spent time on both The New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller lists.
RODRIGO SANTORO (Alex) is one of Brazil's most talented and famous actors, and has made a name for himself in the United States quickly becoming one of Hollywood’s leading men.
Santoro voiced one of the lead roles in Fox's 2011 blockbuster animated feature film “Rio” starring opposite Anne Hathaway and George Lopez. He also starred opposite Jim Carrey and Ewan McGregor in “I Love You Phillip Morris” which he played “Jimmy,” Carey’s first love.
Film credits include Fox Searchlights' “The Post Grad Survival Guide” alongside Alexis Bledel and Michael Keaton; Steven Soderbergh's “Che” and Pablo Trapero’s “Lion's Den.” “Che” and “Lion’s Den” each had multiple nominations at the 2008 Cannes Film Festival.
In 2008, Santoro was featured in writer/director David Mamet's “Redbelt,” the story of Mike Terry, a Jiu-jitsu master who has avoided the prize fighting circuit, instead choosing to pursue a life by operating a self-defense studio in Los Angeles. Santoro is already known for his performance in Warner Bros. “300,” based on the Frank Miller's graphic novel, which broke box office records throughout the world. Santoro starred as Xerxes, the Persian King who sent his massive army to conquer Greece in 480 B.C. He was nominated for an MTV Movie Award for Best Villain. He has also gained attention for his role of Paulo in ABC's hit series “Lost.”
Additionally, Santoro was honored to receive the Ischia award for International Contribution at the 2008 Ischia Global Film Festival in Italy. In 2007, he won Best Actor at the Cancun Film Festival for his portrayal of an obsessive photographer in the Brazilian film "Nao por acaso" (Not By Chance).
In 2004 Santoro starred in the Brazilian film, “Carandiru,” directed by Hector Babenco, which broke all Brazilian box office records for Brazil's entry in the Foreign Film category for the Academy Awards®. “Carandiru” premiered at the Cannes Film Festival where he received the Chopard Award for Male Revelation of the year. For his role in “Carandiru” he was also nominated for the Cinema Brazil Grand Prize of Best Actor and won for Best Supporting Actor at the Cartagena Film Festival. The movie was distributed in the US by Sony Pictures Classics and was a groundbreaking portrayal of the largest penitentiary in Latin America, the Sao Paulo House of Detention, and the lives of the people in it. Dr. Dráuzio Varella based the movie on the best-selling book "Carandiru Station."

Santoro has won a total of eight Best Actor awards, including the first ever award for Best Actor from the Brazilian Academy of Arts and Film, for his portrayal of a young man forced into a mental institution by his parents in “Brainstorm,” the critically acclaimed film by director Lais Bodansky.

For his role in “Bicho de Sete Cabecas” (2001), Santoro won five of his eight Best Actor awards including, Best Actor for the Brazilia Festival of Brazilian Cinema, Best Actor for the Cartagena Film Festival, Best Actor for Cinema Brazil Grand Prize, Best Actor for Recife Cinema Festival, and Best Actor for the Sao Paulo Association of Art Critics Awards.

He has also been celebrated for his performance in the Miramax film “Behind the Sun” directed by Walter Salles (Central Station), in which he played 'Tonio,' the middle son of a Brazilian family caught in the middle of an age-old family feud in 1910. He is forced by tradition and honor to kill a member of the neighboring family, positioning him next in line to be killed. The heart of the movie finds Tonio and his little brother discovering a world outside their family and home. “Behind the Sun” was nominated for a Golden Globe® in 2002 for Best Foreign Language Film.

Santoro appeared opposite Helen Mirren, Olivier Martinez and Anne Bancroft in “The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone,” directed by Robert Allan Ackerman, for Showtime. Based on the novella by Tennessee Williams, “The Roman Spring of Mrs. Stone” was nominated for five Emmy® Awards in 2003.

Santoro co-starred in Universal's romantic comedy “Love Actually,” alongside Hugh Grant, Emma Thompson, Colin Firth and Liam Neeson. He played ‘Karl,’ Laura Linney’s co-worker grappling with the dicey protocol of an office romance. Prior to this film, Santoro made his American debut in the highly sought after role of ‘Randy Emmers’ in “Charlie's Angels: Full Throttle,” directed by McG, starring Cameron Diaz, Drew Barrymore and Lucy Liu.

Rodrigo has been seen for the past two years starring as the "mystery man" opposite Nicole Kidman in the Baz Luhrmann directed commercial for Chanel.

Rodrigo is set to return to his iconic role of ‘Xerxes’ in “300: Battle of Artemisia,” opposite Eva Green and Sullivan Stapleton.  He recently wrapped “The Last Stand,” opposite Arnold Schwarzenegger and Forrest Whitaker for producer Lorenzo Di Bonaventura at Lionsgate. He will also star in “Hemingway and Gelhorn,” opposite Nicole Kidman and Clive Owen, that will premiere on HBO this year.  “Heleno,” the fascinating true life story of Brazilian soccer star Heleno de Frietas in which he stars and also produced, recently sold to ScreenMedia for U.S. distribution after its premiere at the 2011 Toronto Film Festival. He was awarded the Best Actor award last year for this film at the 2011 Havana Film Festival. The movie had its US premiere at the Miami Film Festival this past March.

Santoro appeared on the December 2011 cover of “Vogue,” the first male in the history of the magazine to do so. 

The actor splits his time in Brazil and Los Angeles.

Pittsburgh-native JOE MANGANIELLO (Davis) plays fan-favorite character Alcide Herveaux, the loyal, no-nonsense werewolf, on HBO’s critically acclaimed “True Blood.” Manganiello – who was named one of People Magazine’s Sexiest Men Alive – will return for the already much buzzed about 5th season of the monster hit show.
Manganiello will also star in Steven Soderbergh’s upcoming film “Magic Mike” (Warner Bros.), which will be released on June 29th.
A star athlete since childhood, Manganiello surprised his family and friends when he decided to steer off the paved road to professional athletics and instead become an actor. Not one to do anything halfheartedly, Manganiello resolved to learn all he could about the craft before pursuing a fulltime acting career. After high school, he enrolled in the prestigious Carnegie Mellon University School of Drama where he ultimately earned his BFA in acting.
Recently, Manganiello appeared in a guest starring role on CBS’ popular comedy series “Two and a Half Men.” The episode marked Joe’s return to television comedy.  He was also seen in another guest starring role on USA Network’s loved action-drama series “White Collar” opposite friend and fellow Carnegie Mellon alum, Matt Bomer.
Prior to joining the cast of “True Blood,” Manganiello was seen in a variety of television and film roles. He showed off his comedic chops and impeccable timing on several seasons of the Emmy® Award-nominated CBS show “How I Met Your Mother” and recurred on The CW drama “One Tree Hill” for three seasons.
Manganiello portrayed Peter Parker’s nemesis ‘Flash Thompson’ in the popular “Spiderman” trilogy directed by Sam Raimi. His other credits include the starring role of ‘Lt. Sean Macklin’ in “Behind Enemy Lines” (Fox) and the independent film “Irene in Time,” directed by Henry Jaglom.
Manganiello currently resides in Los Angeles. 
ROB HUEBEL (Gabe) is quickly becoming one of the most sought after actors and comedians in the film and television worlds. He can be seen in the 2012 Golden Globes® Best Picture winner, Alexander Payne’s “The Descendants,” opposite George Clooney. He will next be seen in “Seeking a Friend for the End of the World,” alongside Steve Carell and Keira Knightley and “Rapturepalooza” opposite Anna Kendrick and John Francis Daley. He also continues to shine on the hilarious Adult Swim TV series “Children’s Hospital” which will soon begin its fourth season. Huebel also recently co-hosted the 2012 Critics’ Choice Movie Awards with Paul Scheer.

 
His scene-stealing turn as ‘Tevin’ in the hit comedy “I Love You, Man” opposite Paul Rudd brought Huebel widespread acclaim, helping him to land roles in a number of feature films since, including the animated feature “Despicable Me” with Steve Carell and Kristin Wiig; “The Other Guys” opposite Mark Wahlberg and Will Ferrell; “Little Fockers” with Ben Stiller and Robert De Niro; and “Life As We Know It” opposite Katherine Heigl and Josh Duhamel. He also starred in the independent film “Flypaper” opposite Patrick Dempsey and Ashley Judd which premiered at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival.

 
Huebel also has appeared in a number of memorable roles on the small screen while guest starring in several hit comedy series, including: “The Office,”  “Modern Family,” “Happy Endings,” “30 Rock,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm” and “The League,” among others.

 
Huebel first came to audiences’ attention when he co-created and starred on MTV's hit sketch comedy series, "Human Giant," alongside Aziz Ansari and Paul Scheer.  Additionally, Huebel was nominated for an Emmy® for his work as a producer for Michael Moore’s TV series “The Awful Truth.”

Huebel currently resides in Los Angeles.   

A writer and comedian from Oak Park, Illinois, TOM LENNON (Craig) attended the Tisch School of the Arts at New York University where he co-founded the influential sketch comedy group “The State.”  The hit television series ran on MTV for three seasons and received an Ace Award nomination for best comedy series.  After his work on “The State,” he and his writing partner Robert Ben Garant, created two more hit shows: “Viva Variety,” which ran for three seasons and was also an Ace nominee for best comedy series, and “Reno 911!,” on which he also played Lieutenant Jim Dangle.  “Reno 911!” ran for six seasons and was syndicated around the world.
As an actor, he has appeared in numerous films, including “Le Divorce,” “Heights,” “Conversations with Other Women,” “Memento,” “17 Again,” “I Love You, Man”, and “Cedar Rapids.” He was seen opposite Cameron Diaz in hit “Bad Teacher,” directed by Jake Kasdan, and in “What’s Your Number?” with Chris Evans and Anna Faris as well as “A Very Harold & Kumar Christmas 3D.”  He recently wrapped production on “Rapturepalooza.”
As a writer, he has written for the television series “The State,” “Reno 911!,” “Viva Variety,” and “Strangers with Candy,” and he is the author of four of IFC’s 50 Greatest Comedy Sketches of All Time.  
In the summer of 2011, Thomas Lennon added the credit of book author to his arsenal when he, and Garant, released their first book, “Writing Movies for Fun and Profit.” Part “how to” book for aspiring screenwriters and part chronicling of their screenwriting experiences in the land of big budget studio movies, the book is an insightful yet hilarious road map on navigating Hollywood’s “unique” landscape.
Lennon and Garant have written nine feature films together, including “Night at the Museum,” “Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian,” “Taxi,” “Reno 911!: Miami,” “Balls of Fury,” and “The Pacifier.”  They are currently working on “The Machine” for Vin Diesel.
They’re currently in production on “Hell Baby” which will be released in 2013. “Hell Baby” marks Garant and Lennon’s co-directorial debut. In “Hell Baby,” a young and expectant couple moves into New Orleans’ most haunted house and calls upon the Vatican to perform an elite exorcism. Rob Corddry and Leslie Bibb have signed on to star with Lennon and Garant portraying the Vatican exorcists.
He lives in Los Angeles with his wife, the actress Jenny Robertson, and their son, Oliver.


AMIR TALAI (Patel) was a series regular on CBS’s “The Ex List” and Oxygen’s “Campus Ladies,” and recurred on NBC’s “Studio 60” and FOX’s “The Winner.”  Talai has appeared on “Touch,” “Modern Family,” “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” “Love Bites,” “The Comeback,” “Nip/Tuck,” “Cold Case,” “Gilmore Girls” and “Family Guy.”  His feature credits include “Legally Blonde 2,” “The Pursuit of Happyness” and “Harold & Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay.” 
ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

After winning a National student film award, KIRK JONES (Director) graduated from film school in the UK and in 1998 wrote and directed his debut feature “Waking Ned Devine” for a total budget of $3 million.  The film charmed and entertained audiences around the world and (proportionate to budget) became the second highest-grossing film in the world that year, receiving critical praise and winning awards in the U.S. and Europe, as well as earning Jones a BAFTA nomination for Best Newcomer.

After his debut feature, Jones continued to write and develop his own feature projects, but also directed commercials winning numerous awards over the years, including The Silver Lion at Cannes.
In 2004, he directed “Nanny McPhee,” for Working Title/Universal Pictures. Written by and starring Emma Thompson with Colin Firth, Kelly MacDonald, Angela Lansbury, Derek Jacobi and Imelda Staunton and described as the new ‘Mary Poppins,’ the film grossed $140 million worldwide and was a top ten U.K. hit that year, prompting a sequel.

2009 saw Jones writing and directing the family drama “Everybody’s Fine,” which boasted an impressive ensemble cast headed by Robert De Niro and starred Drew Barrymore, Kate Beckinsale, Sam Rockwell, and Melissa Leo.

SHAUNA CROSS (Writer) is a screenwriter and author from Austin, Texas who enjoys writing funny films about real life.  Her first feature, “Whip It” (starring Ellen Page and directed by Drew Barrymore) was based upon Cross’ own novel “Derby Girl” and her experiences playing roller derby.

For “What To Expect When You're Expecting,” Cross tapped into her own recent misadventures with pregnancy, as well as 20 of her friends who have all become first-time parents in the last few years. For the record, Cross did not get "the glow." She is currently adapting the book “Go The F*ck To Sleep” for Fox 2000. 

In 2008, the editors of Variety selected Cross as one of the “Ten Screenwriters to Watch.” She attended the University of Texas Film School.

HEATHER HACH (Writer) is a graduate of the University of Colorado, Boulder, School of Journalism.  Hach cut her journalistic teeth working at The New York Times Denver Bureau as a research assistant and associate editor at Sports and Fitness Publishing.  She became a member of Denver’s ComedySportz improv comedy troupe and went on to work on such television shows as “Caroline in the City” and “Dilbert” in lowly positions.  She then won the Walt Disney Screenwriting Fellowship in 1999, and later penned the screenplay for the Disney hit “Freaky Friday” (as well as the follow-up young adult novel, “Freaky Monday,” with Mary Rodgers). Hach has written for various studios in both film and television.

Hach wrote the book for “Legally Blonde: the Musical,”  which ran for nearly two years on Broadway, receiving a Tony and Drama Desk nomination for Best Book.  “Legally Blonde” won the U.K.’s Olivier for Best New Musical in 2011 and the musical is currently touring in Europe and Korea, and also headed to Paris, Vienna and Australia.

HEIDI MURKOFF (Author, Executive Producer) is the author of the world’s best-selling pregnancy and parenting series, “What to Expect,” that began with “What to Expect When You’re Expecting.”  She is also the creator of WhatToExpect.com and founder of the What to Expect Foundation.  Time magazine named Heidi one of the 100 Most Influential People in the World for 2011.  In 2005, she was inducted into the Books For A Better Life Hall of Fame.

Heidi Murkoff conceived the idea for “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” during her first pregnancy, when she couldn’t find answers to her questions or reassurance for her worries in the books she’d turned to for much-needed advice.  Heidi delivered the proposal for “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” just hours before delivering her daughter, Emma.

Dubbed the ‘pregnancy bible,’ the iconic New York Times bestseller is now in its fourth edition, with more than 17 million copies in print.  USA Today also named “What to Expect When You’re Expecting” one of the most influential books of the last 25 years, and reported that 93% of expectant women who buy a pregnancy guide choose “What to Expect.”

The sequel, “What to Expect the First Year” has sold over 10 million copies and is in its second edition.  Other titles in the series include, “Eating Well When You’re Expecting,” “What to Expect Before You’re Expecting (a complete preconception plan)” and the newest member of the “What to Expect” family: “What to Expect the Second Year, the must-have guide for parents of toddlers.”  The “What to Expect” books have sold more than 35 million copies globally and are published in more than 30 languages. 

Heidi’s “What to Expect” picture-book series for preschoolers includes “What to Expect When Mommy’s Having a Baby,” “What to Expect When the New Baby Comes Home,” “What to Expect When You Use the Potty” and “What to Expect at Preschool.”

In 2005, Heidi expanded the “What to Expect” (WTE) brand online with www.whattoexpect.com – the interactive, state-of-the-Internet companion to WTE books, and home to vibrant, vast, yet close-knit community of 3 million parents.  In 2009, WTE went mobile with the WTE Pregnancy Tracker (the most popular pregnancy app in the world), the WTE Fertility Tracker, the WTE Baby Name Finder and the WTE First Year Tracker. 

Heidi’s passionate commitment to moms and babies led to the creation of the What to Expect Foundation (whattoexpect.org), a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping underserved families have healthy pregnancies, safe deliveries and healthy, happy babies.  With a beautiful, culturally appropriate low literacy pregnancy guide (provided at no cost) and comprehensive prenatal health literacy support, the WTE Foundation’s groundbreaking Baby Basics program (available in English, Spanish and Chinese) has helped over 500,000 expectant moms-to-be in need and their babies.  The foundation is currently preparing a global initiative in an effort to help moms in need around the world.

Heidi has appeared on hundreds of television and radio shows, including “The Today Show,” “Good Morning America,” “CNN,” “The CBS Early Show,” “Oprah,” “BBC Breakfast” and “Good Morning Australia.”  She connects daily with her WTE family online at WhatToExpect.com, as well as on Twitter (http://twitter.com/#!/HeidiMurkoff) and Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/HeidiMurkoff).  Heidi and her husband Erik have two children and live in southern California. 

Sample some of the best American films over the past thirty-five years and there’s a good chance MIKE MEDAVOY (Producer) played in a role in the success of many of them.  From agent to studio chief to producer, he has been involved with over 300 feature films, of which 17 have been nominated and 7 have won Best Picture Oscars®, as well as numerous international film festival awards. 

Medavoy began his career at Universal Studios in 1964.  He rose from the mailroom to become a casting director.  In 1965, he became an agent at General Artist Corporation and then vice president at Creative Management Agency.  Joining International Famous Agency as vice president in charge of the motion picture department in 1971, he worked with such prestigious clients as Steven Spielberg, Francis Ford Coppola, Terrence Malick, Jane Fonda, Donald Sutherland, Gene Wilder, Jeanne Moreau and Jean-Louis Trintignant.

United Artists brought him in as senior vice president of production in 1974, where he was part of the team responsible for “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest,” “Rocky” and “Annie Hall,” which won Best Picture Oscars® in 1975, 1976 and 1977, respectively. Other notable films included “Apocalypse Now,” “Raging Bull,” “Network” and “Coming Home.”  In 1978, Medavoy co-founded Orion Pictures where, during his tenure “Platoon,” “Amadeus,” “Robocop,” “Hannah and Her Sisters,” “The Terminator,” “Dances With Wolves” and “Silence of the Lambs” were released.  In 1990, after twelve successful years at Orion, Medavoy became chairman of TriStar Pictures, where he oversaw such critically-acclaimed box office hits as “Philadelphia,” “Terminator 2: Judgment Day,” “Sleepless in Seattle,” “Cliffhanger,” “The Fisher King,” “Legends of the Fall”  and Steven Spielberg’s “Hook.”

As chairman and co-founder of Phoenix Pictures, Medavoy has brought to the screen “The People vs. Larry Flint,” “The Mirror Has Two Faces,” “U-Turn,” “The Thin Red Line,” “Basic,” “Holes,” “All the King’s Men,” “Zodiac” and “Miss Potter,” among others.  These films have received numerous nominations, won two Golden Bears at the Berlin Film Festival, five Golden Satellite Awards, a cinematography award from the ASC and nominations from the DGA and WGA for Terrance Malick. “The Thin Red Line” and “The People vs. Larry Flint” each received Oscar® nominations. 

Recently, Phoenix Pictures has released Martin Scorsese’s “Shutter Island,” Darren Aronofsky’s “Black Swan,” and “Shanghai” starring John Cusack and Gong Li.  “Black Swan” won numerous awards including the Oscar® and Golden Globe® for Best Actress (Natalie Portman) as well as the Independent Spirit Award for Best Feature, Best Director, Best Female Lead, and Best Cinematography (Matthew Libatique).  Medavoy also recently worked as executive producer on the documentary “The Wildest Dreams.”  

In 2002, Simon & Schuster published Mr. Medavoy’s best-selling book, “You’re Only As Good As Your Next One” – which was subsequently released in paperback in 2003.  Mike’s new book entitled “American Idol After Iraq; Competing for Hearts and Minds in the Global Media Age” and published in 2009, reflects on the impact of media on U.S. foreign policy with co-author Nathan Gardels, editor of the National Political Quarterly.

Mike was born in Shanghai, China in 1941 to Russian-Jewish parents and lived in Chile from 1947-1957.  He graduated from UCLA in 1963.  He is married to Irena Medavoy, a founder of Team Safe-T and a charity executive and fundraiser for Industry Task Force.  Mike Medavoy has two sons, Brian and Nicholas, and resides in Beverly Hills, California.

A native of Lincoln, Nebraska, ARNOLD W. MESSER (Producer) is a graduate of Harvard Law School. He launched his career in the entertainment business as senior counsel at Columbia Pictures Television in 1979.  After a stint as vice president of business affairs at Viacom International, Messer returned to Columbia Pictures where he served first as senior vice president and later as executive vice president of worldwide business affairs. In 1983, he was named senior executive vice president of TriStar Pictures and president of its telecommunications group, where he oversaw the business of theatrical production as well as all ancillary marketing and television activities for the company. 

In 1987, Messer returned again to Columbia Pictures as executive vice president. He supervised worldwide television production and distribution activities and negotiated major international television agreements for the company. In 1989, Messer was named president of the international releasing group for Sony Pictures Entertainment where he was responsible for all international activities and ancillary market operations.  In 1992, he led this division to well over $1 billion in gross revenues worldwide. That year Messer was promoted to executive vice president of Sony Pictures Entertainment, taking charge of long-term global strategy and overseeing international production.

In 1994, Messer teamed with his friend and colleague, Mike Medavoy, to launch Phoenix Pictures

DAVID THWAITES (Producer) most recently served as executive producer on Darren Aronofsky’s Oscar®-winning hit “Black Swan;” executive producer on “Shanghai,” starring John Cusack and Gong Li; executive producer on Warner Bros. Pictures’ comedy “License to Wed;” producer on “Miss Potter,” starring Renee Zellweger; and as executive producer on “All the King’s Men,” starring Sean Penn, Jude Law, Kate Winslet, James Gandolfini, Mark Ruffalo, Patricia Clarkson and Anthony Hopkins.

Born and educated in England, Thwaites began his career as a child actor appearing in a number of television series over a ten-year period.  At the age of 18, while an undergraduate at the University of London, he co-founded a film production company that developed a number of projects, including a short called “The Skip,” which aired on the UK’s Channel Four.

Thwaites began his career in Hollywood as an assistant to Phoenix Pictures’ Chairman and CEO, Mike Medavoy.  He lives in Los Angeles with his wife Meghan.

MARK BAKSHI (Executive Producer) left Paramount Pictures in July 2008 to pursue new career opportunities.  Most recently he served as executive producer on “Moneyball,” starring Brad Pitt, Jonah Hill, and Phillip Seymour Hoffman and produced by Scott Rudin and Mike De Luca.  Prior to “Moneyball,” he acted as consulting producer for Gore Verbinski’s animated feature “Rango.”  This came after a successful 14-year career at Paramount Pictures, where he held the title of Worldwide President of Feature Production, overseeing all live-action and animated theatrical releases.  During his tenure at the studio, Mark supervised over 150 feature film productions, including “Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull,” “Transformers,” “War of the Worlds,” “The Hours,” the “Mission: Impossible” franchise, “Saving Private Ryan” and “Titanic.”  In the year before he left, he oversaw David Fincher’s “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” and JJ Abrams’ “Star Trek.”

In addition to his studio career, Mark developed and produced 1996’s “Rebound” for HBO, along with John Badham and DJ Caruso.  Prior to joining Paramount Pictures in 1994, Mark served as a production executive at Buena Vista Pictures (1991-1994) and Walt Disney Television (1988-1991).  While at Disney in 1988, Mark negotiated and engaged the first-ever, official cultural exchange between Disney and Soviet Fest for the USSR International Film Festival.

ERIK MURKOFF (Executive Producer) began his career as a General Manager, Managing Director, and Producer of Off-Broadway and Broadway theater, both in New York and Los Angeles.  Among the productions he was associated with were “Little Shop of Horrors,” “The Normal Heart,” Sondheim’s “Marry Me a Little, One Mo’ Time,” “Entertaining Mr. Sloane,” “Truman Capote at Lincoln Center” and “The Beckett Plays.”

He is a partner with his wife, Heidi Murkoff, in the What to Expect LLC, which manages the What to Expect media brand, including the “What to Expect” books and Whattoexpect.com, as well as the film.  He also serves on the board of the What to Expect Foundation.

ALAN NEVINS (Executive Producer) started his book career working for the famed super-agent Irving “Swifty” Lazar over a five-year period and had been Lazar’s only associate in his 60-year career.  After Mary Lazar’s death in 1993 and shortly prior to Irving’s death the same year, Nevins founded Renaissance Literary & Talent, with two Hollywood-based literary agents.

Renaissance became a successful independent literary agency of nine years standing and, in 1995, acquired the Irving Paul Lazar Agency.  After a year of negotiations, Renaissance beat several eager bidders, including one of the majors, to acquire the agency and its extensive backlist.  This acquisition, and that of the H.N. Swanson Agency, gave the infant Renaissance the enviable legacy of two of Hollywood’s most colorful literary agents and solidified its place as a powerhouse boutique literary firm supplying material to publishers internationally as well as the film/television community.

After Renaissance completed a three-year stint associated with the Michael Ovitz-headed Artists Management Group, Renaissance was quietly placed in the background and Nevins cut a deal with music and film management company, The Firm, to create a literary division that would come with longstanding and impressive relationships in Hollywood, London and New York.

After six years with The Firm, Nevins departed and re-established Renaissance Literary & Talent and partnered with Medavoy Management, headed by Brian Medavoy.  Remaining independent allows Nevins the ability to represent clients who may already have other talent managers or agency representation but seek literary representation.

The division currently represents more than 75 writers and an extensive estate list, including, but not limited to, George Axelrod (“Some Like It Hot”), Elia Kazan (“Acts of Love”), Arthur Rubinstein (“My Young Years”) and Cornell Woolrich (“Rear Window”).  It also has major properties in development at the Hollywood studios and networks, a substantial backlist, and continues to attract some of the world’s most sought-after writers for both publishing and film representation.

Among some of the authors Nevins represents or has represented are Goldie Hawn, Heidi Murkoff (“What to Expect When You’re Expecting”), David & Julie Nixon Eisenhower, Taboo (of the Black Eyes Peas), Criss Angel, Don Felder (of The Eagles), Tony Curtis, Marlee Matlin, Steven Saylor, Snoop Dogg, Lauren Bacall, Rita Rudner, Richard Morgan, Jennifer Rubell, Kirk Douglas, Helen Gurley Brown and Uggie the Dog (“The Artist”).

Prior to producing, ALLISON SHEARMUR (Executive Producer) was the President of Production and Development at Lionsgate Films from September 2008 – January 2012.  She presided over a division that endeavored to widen the studio’s activity to more mainstream fare. She oversaw the day-to-day development and production of the studio’s film slate and literary acquisitions, including the recent adaptation and production of hit book and box office blockbuster “The Hunger Games,” directed by multiple Academy Award® nominee Gary Ross and starring Jennifer Lawrence, Josh Hutcherson, Liam Hemsworth, Woody Harrelson, Elizabeth Banks, Lenny Kravitz and Stanley Tucci. Among numerous other projects, she has also overseen the productions of Academy Award® winner Paul Haggis’ “The Next Three Days,” and the action thriller “Abduction” starring Taylor Lautner, Lily Collins, Sigourney Weaver, and Alfred Molina and directed by Oscar® nominee John Singleton.


Before Lionsgate, Alli was Co-President of Production of Paramount Pictures.  While at Paramount she oversaw such productions as “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button,” “Beowulf,” “The Spiderwick Chronicles,” “Zodiac,” “Dreamgirls,” “Charlotte’s Web,” “Nacho Libre,” and “Failure to Launch.”  Prior to this position, Shearmur was Executive Vice President of Production. She joined the studio in 2004.


Prior to Paramount, Shearmur served as Executive Vice President of Production for Universal Pictures where she oversaw the development and production of such hits as the “The Bourne Supremacy,” “The Bourne Identity,” the “American Pie” trilogy, “Along Came Polly,” and “Erin Brockovich.” Prior to that, Shearmur was Vice President of Production for Walt Disney Pictures from 1994 through 1997.  While at Walt Disney Pictures, Shearmur developed and supervised “George of the Jungle,” starring Brendan Fraser and directed by Sam Weisman.


Before joining Disney, Shearmur served as Vice President for Stewart Pictures, having started there in July 1992.  At Stewart, she acquired and helped develop the highly acclaimed children’s classic, “Madeline,” directed by Daisy Von Scherler Mayer and produced by Allyn Stewart and Stanley Jaffe.


Prior to that, Shearmur was with Columbia Pictures Entertainment/Sony Pictures. Selected to participate in the Columbia Pictures Management Associate Program, she went on to work in Columbia’s corporate New York office, the international television group based in London and later served with the film production group in Los Angeles, where she was mentored by Sony Pictures’ Chairman Amy Pascal.  She was later hired as director of comedy development at Columbia Pictures Television, where she supervised the development and physical production of half-hour comedy projects, including Columbia’s first syndicated/cable educational series, “Beakman’s World” which aired on CBS.


A graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, Shearmur also received a JD degree from USC Law Center.  She is a member of the California bar.  Her first industry experience was as an intern at Triad Artists, where she worked during the summers as part of a scholarship award sponsored by The Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

JIM MILLER (Executive Producer) is the Executive Vice President of Motion Picture Production for Lionsgate.  Over the last year, he was involved in the development and production of two of Lionsgate's highest-profile productions in THE HUNGER GAMES and WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE EXPECTING.  THE HUNGER GAMES, directed by 4-time Oscar nominee Gary Ross, and starring Best Actress Nominee Jennifer Lawrence, was released March 23, 2012, and has grossed over $357 million domestically, and over $600 million worldwide.   

Jim is also hard at work on pre-production for two other movies in motion to be made this year: a reimagining of DIRTY DANCING to be directed by Kenny Ortega, and the second movie in the HUNGER GAMES trilogy, CATCHING FIRE, to be released November 22, 2013.

Prior to joining Lionsgate in 2008, Jim was an executive at Mandate Pictures, where he was responsible for finding and overseeing such projects as the Oscar-winning hit JUNO (which grossed over $143 million domestically and over $241 million worldwide), the critically acclaimed STRANGER THAN FICTION, and the cult hit HAROLD AND KUMAR GO TO WHITE CASTLE.

Jim graduated from the University of Southern California in 1999 with a BA in Theatre and a minor in Law and Society.  He is originally from the San Fernando Valley.  

 Mexican-born cinematographer XAVIER GROBET’s, A.S.C. (Director of Photography) career is as diverse as it is impressive. His credits span the gamut of genres, working between the United States and Mexico. He is currently shooting the second season of HBO’s upcoming series “Enlightened,” starring Laura Dern and Luke Wilson with a variety of directors including Jonathan Demme and Nicole Holofcener. Grobet also shot the first season.

The big break in Grobet’s career came when he learned about a planned movie based on the true story of exiled Cuban novelist and poet Reinaldo Arenas. Having read Arenas’ memoirs and fallen in love with the story, Grobet approached the brilliant, eccentric artist and director, Julian Schnabel. The resulting 2000 release of “Before Night Falls” earned Grobet a Best Cinematography nomination at the 2001 Independent Spirit Awards.

In 2009, Grobet saw the release two films:  Glenn Ficarra and John Requa’s “I Love You Phillip Morris,” starring Jim Carrey and Ewan McGregor; and “Mother and Child” from “Nine Lives” director Rodrigo Garcia, starring Naomi Watts, Annette Bening, Kerry Washington and Samuel L. Jackson.

From fantasy adventures (“City of Ember” and the animated “Monster House”), to live-action comedy (the recent “The Back-up Plan,” “Nacho Libre,” “Music & Lyrics”), to award-winning drama (“I Love You Phillip Morris,” “The Woodsman,” “Nine Lives”), Grobet is one of the most versatile directors of photography working today.

ANDREW LAWS’ (Production Designer) most recent outing as production designer, “The Rite,” was his third collaboration with director Mikael Håfström.  Previously, he designed Håfström’s “1408,” starring John Cusack, and “Derailed,” starring Jennifer Aniston and Clive Owen.
Laws also recently designed John Hamburg’s “I Love You, Man,” starring Paul Rudd and Jason Segel; Peyton Reed’s “Yes Man,” starring Jim Carrey; Joel Schumacher’s “The Number 23,” also starring Jim Carrey; Peyton Reed’s “The Break-Up,” starring Jennifer Aniston and Vince Vaughn; and Kevin Spacey’s “Beyond the Sea,” the biopic about the life of singer Bobby Darin. 
His other credits as production designer include John Hamburg’s “Along Came Polly,” starring Aniston and Ben Stiller; Peyton Reed’s “Down with Love,” starring Renée Zellweger and Ewan McGregor; and “Phone Booth” and “Tigerland,” both directed by Joel Schumacher and starring Colin Farrell.
Laws began his career as an assistant art director on such films as “Touch,” “She’s So Lovely” and “Jackie Brown.”  He became an art director on the film “Rushmore” and also served as art director on “Simpatico,” “Gone in Sixty Seconds” and “Swordfish.”

MICHAEL BERENBAUM, A.C.E. (Editor) served as editor on both “Sex and the City” and “Sex and the City 2,” the box office hits based on HBO’s hit series, on which Berenbaum also worked.  His other recent film projects include “War, Inc.,” starring John Cusack, Marisa Tomei, and Hilary Duff; and “Hollywoodland,” starring Adrien Brody and Diane Lane.  He has worked with such directors as Joel and Ethan Coen, John Turturro, Al Pacino, Julian Schnabel and Martin Scorsese.

During his six-year stint on the series “Sex and the City,” Berenbaum received two Emmy® Award nominations and two American Cinema Editors (ACE) Awards.  In addition, he received an Emmy® for his work on the pilot episode of “Desperate Housewives.”

Berenbaum’s other television work includes the hit series “Nurse Jackie,” “Running Wilde,” “Life Is Wild,” “The Comeback,” “The Wire” and “Ed,” as well as several telefilms.  Upcoming features for Berenbaum include the college-set comedy, “So Undercover.”

KAREN PATCH (Costume Designer) is a highly talented designer who has created costumes for Kate Hudson, Anne Hathaway, Cameron Diaz, Jessica Alba and Jennifer Lopez, among many others, and has collaborated extensively with director Wes Anderson.  Her feature film credits include “Bride Wars,” Alan Poul’s “The Back-up Plan,” “The Love Guru,”  “Team America: World Police,” “School Of Rock,” “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days” and “The Royal Tenenbaums,” for which she received the Costume Designers Guild Award.

Patch designed the costumes for Wes Anderson’s “Rushmore” and “Bottle Rocket,” as well as for “You, Me and Dupree,” “Bad News Bears,” Ben Stiller’s costumes for “Night at the Museum,” “Simpatico,” “My Girl,” “Homeward Bound: The Incredible Journey,” “Bright Angel,” “Chattahoochee” and “The Big Picture.”

Most recently, Patch’s costumes were seen in Paolo Sorrentino’s “This Must Be the Place” starring Sean Penn, in which she was nominated for the David di Donatello Award (equivalent of the Oscars®).  She also recently completed work on Martin McDonagh “Seven Psychopaths,” starring Colin Farrel, Sam Rockwell, Chris Walken, Woody Harrelson, Tom Waites and Abbey Cornish.

MARK MOTHERSBAUGH (Music by) is one of this era's most unique and prolific composers. Deeply aware of the ability of precise, multi-faceted artistic expression to deliver vital social commentary, he has perpetually challenged and redefined musical and visual boundaries.

Mothersbaugh co-founded influential rock group DEVO, and then parlayed his avant-garde musical background into a leading role in the world of scoring for filmed and animated entertainment, interactive media and commercials.

As an award-winning composer, he has created the memorable scores for films and television series such as “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs,” “Enlightened,” “Rushmore,” “The Royal Tenenbaums,” “The Life Aquatic,” “Alvin and the Chipmunks 3: Chipwrecked,” “Catfish,” “National Geographic's Born to Be Wild,” Catherine Harwicke's “Thirteen”  and “Lords of Dogtown,” “Pee Wee's Playhouse,” the hugely successful “Rugrats “ television, stage and film franchise, and too many other projects to list.

2012 boasts a number of high profile films featuring Mark's scores, including “21 Jump Street,” Jason Statham's “Safe,” and Sony Animation's “Hotel Transylvania “(voiced by Adam Sandler). He also contributed music to “Moonrise Kingdom,” his fifth collaboration with Wes Anderson.

Through his multimedia company, Mutato Muzika, Mark has scored hundreds of commercials. He received the BMI Richard Kirk Award for Outstanding Career Achievement - the highest honor BMI bestows on film composers - at the organization's 2004 Film/TV Awards.

He can currently be seen as the art teacher on the hit television series, “Yo Gabba Gabba!”

In his near two-decade career, PJ BLOOM (Music Supervisor) has become one of the premier and most sought after Music Supervisors in the Entertainment Industry. He has created and produced unique soundtracks for a variety of high profile media including more than fifty feature films, hundreds of episodes of television, video games, advertisements and even amusement park thrill rides. PJ has collaborated with such prolific filmmakers and television producers as Steven Spielberg, Ryan Murphy, Michael Mann, Jerry Bruckheimer, Ridley Scott and Mike Nichols, allowing him to render his distinctive brand to nearly every studio and network in the Hollywood system and beyond. 

PJ’s career soundtracks sales have tallied more than 42 million singles and 13 million albums worldwide. As the Music Supervisor for the entire ground breaking “Glee” franchise (“Glee,” “The Glee Project,” “Glee Live! 3D”), his work holds the record for most charted songs by a single act in Billboard Hot 100 chart history, surpassing Elvis Presley, The Beatles and James Brown.

PJ is also a successful Music Publisher having signed hip-hop act Far East Movement who, with their #1 single “Like a G6” and Top 5 single “Rocketeer”, has sold over 6 million units in the US alone.  PJ is a partner in Neophonic, one of the largest music supervision firms in the US. He is a founding member of the Guild of Music Supervisors, serves on The Hollywood Reporter/Billboard Magazine Film & Television Music Conference Advisory Board, the Academy of Country Music Film & Television Task Force, is a voting member of The Grammys® and in 2012 placed Number 80 on Billboard Magazine’s Power 100 List. PJ speaks regularly around the country and the world on the subject of music in the visual arts and has been a club-level DJ for over 20-years.

JOHN HOULIHAN (Music Supervisor) is veteran Music Supervisor/Music Producer who has helped shape more than 60 feature films and dozens of popular soundtrack albums. Highlights include all three “Austin Powers” films, both of the “Charlie’s Angels” films, “Training Day,” which earned a Best Actor Academy Award® for Denzel Washington, and the hit romantic film “Letters To Juliet.” His work has generated worldwide hit songs and videos by Beyoncé, Madonna, Lenny Kravitz, Pink and Nelly as well as contributing to the groundbreaking presidential campaign of President Barack Obama.

Recent projects include the U2 documentary “From The Sky Down” directed by Academy Award® winner Davis Guggenheim, the John Singleton thriller “Abduction” starring Taylor Lautner, and the Nicholas Cage / January Jones drama “Seeking Justice.” In television, John was the co-Composer and Music Supervisor for the 2010-2011 CBS legal series “The Defenders” which starred Jim Belushi and Jerry O’Connell. He is now working with Mike Judge on the re-launch of MTV’s “Beavis and Butt-Head” series which premiered on October 27th as the highest rated cable television show for Thursday nights. He recently completed filming of the “Live with John Legend” pilot for Showtime featuring John Legend, Faith Hill and B.o.B. John is in post-production of the time-travel film “Looper” written and directed by Rian Johnson and starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Bruce Willis and Emily Blunt.
DOUG McKAY (Co-Producer) currently serves as Vice-President of Production at Phoenix Pictures, where he is actively producing a slate of projects in various states of development and packaging.  He is also working as a production/development executive on such Phoenix properties as: “The Last Voyage of the Demeter;” “The Unpleasant Profession of Jonathan Hoag” (writer and director, Alex Proyas); and “Playing for Pizza” (based on the novel by John Grisham).  Recently, it was announced that McKay and CEO/founder Mike Medavoy would bring iconic science fiction author Ray Bradbury's most personal novel, “Dandelion Wine,” to the big screen.  Previously, McKay worked as a creative executive for Phoenix, a promotion he received after serving as Medavoy's executive assistant upon entering the company.

His additional feature film credits include Wim Wenders' “Don't Come Knocking,” Sebastian Gutierrez's “Rise” and Kyle Newman's “The Hollow,” as well as the Lionsgate releases “Breaking Dawn” and “The Job.”


McKay attended the Graduate School of Cinema/Television and the Annenberg School of Journalism, both at the University of Southern California.  He was also awarded a B.A. in English literature from the University of Virginia.  His work at both institutions of higher learning earned him accolades and awards.  Prior to joining Phoenix, he worked as a reporter for The Associated Press (London), The Cape Argus (Cape Town, South Africa) and The Daily Breeze (Redondo Beach, California).

MATTHEW JANZEN (Co-Producer) is currently the Vice President of Production and Development at Lionsgate, where he is instrumental in the day-to-day development and production of the studio’s film slate and literary acquisitions. During his time with Lionsgate, Janzen has helped oversee the production and development of the best seller “The Hunger Games,” directed by Oscar®-nominee Gary Ross.   He is also working on the adaptations of the bestselling books “Pride and Prejudice and Zombies,” the “Hunger Game’s” sequel “Catching Fire,” and first installment in Patrick Ness’s critically acclaimed “Chaos Walking” series. Prior to Lionsgate, Matthew worked for five years at Paramount Pictures.

LOUIS PHILLIPS (Co-Producer) began his career in New York City working in television, commercials and on the feature film “Arthur.”  After graduating from Franklin and Marshall College, he moved to Los Angeles where he received an MFA from USC’s Peter Stark Motion Picture Producing Program.

Throughout his career, Phillips served as an Executive at Disney Studios, Paramount Pictures, Jim Henson Pictures and Phoenix Pictures.  He also was Executive Producer on Martin Scorsese’s “Shutter Island” staring Leonardo DiCaprio; as well as David Fincher’s “Zodiac;” “Miss Potter” starring Renée Zellweger, Ewan McGregor and Emily Watson; “Resurrecting the Champ,” and “Holes.”  In addition to being a Co-Producer on “License to Wed,” “Pathfinder,” and “Basic,” Phillips served as Co-Producer on the record-breaking box office hit, “The Hunger Games.”

Currently, Phillips lives in Los Angeles with his wife and two sons.

After graduating from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts and The Stella Adler Conservatory, DEBORAH AQUILA, C.S.A. (Casting by) worked on the first two seasons of "Miami Vice" and several feature films including Michael Mann's "Manhunter" and "The Pope of Greenwich Village,” as an associate. Her independent casting director career began with Steven Soderbergh's "Sex, Lies, and Videotape” and Uli Edel's "Last Exit to Brooklyn.” Before moving to Los Angeles in 1993 to cast Frank Darabont's "The Shawshank Redemption,” Deborah had completed over 40 independent films in New York.

In 1993, Deborah was named Senior Vice-President of Features Casting for Paramount Pictures. The more notable films she cast at Paramount were "Primal Fear,” "Mission Impossible II,” "Double Jeopardy,” "Varsity Blues," "The Brady Bunch,” "Kiss the Girls,” “Mother,” and “What Women Want.”

Her most recent film credits include “My Week With Marilyn,” “Twilight,” “The Lincoln Lawyer,” “I am Number 4,” “Red,” “Red State,” “Man on a Ledge,” the critically acclaimed F/X original series "The Shield" starring Michael Chiklis, Showtime’s “Dexter” starring Michael C. Hall and “Chicago Code.”  She and Tricia Wood are in the midst of casting “La Noir” for Frank Darabont and “Devil’s Knot” for Atom Egoyan.
Deborah has been recognized fourteen times by the Casting Society of America, and in 2011, won the Artios Award for Outstanding Casting for the comedy feature “Red.” In 2003, she was recognized by the Hollywood community with the Hollywood Film Festival Career Achievement Award. She has been a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences since 1994.

TRICIA WOOD, C.S.A. (Casting by) – Bio forthcoming
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	“DANCE (DISCO HEAT)”

	Written by Victor Osborne and Eric Robinson

	Performed by Sylvester

	Courtesy of Concord Music Group, Inc.

	

	“NOBODY”

	Written by Shaffer Smith and Rodney Jerkins

	Performed by Ne-Yo

	Courtesy of The Island Def Jam Music Group

	Under License from Universal Music Enterprises 

	

	“SHIVAS REGAL (THEME FOR GYPSY)”

	Written by Bill Grundy and Morris Levy

	Performed by Sonny Lester & His Orchestra

	Courtesy of Rhino Entertainment Company

	By Arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

	

	“OYE COMO VA”

	Written by Tito Puente

	Performed by Kinky

	Courtesy of Kinky Music LLC d/b/a Kin Kon Records

	

	“HAPPENING”

	Written by Chidera Anamege, Noah Beresin, Jared Gutstadt,

	Samuel Hollander, LP, Jeff Peters and Richard Smith

	Performed by Chiddy Bang

	Courtesy of EMI Records UK

	Under License from EMI Film and Television Music

	

	“KELLERMAN’S ANTHEM”

	Written by Michael Goldman

	Performed by Emile Bergstein Chorale

	Courtesy of Lions Gate Records Inc.

	

	“GET ME GOLDEN”

	Written by Ben Rothbard, Johnny Zambetti and Gabe Feenberg

	Performed by Terraplane Sun

	Courtesy of Terraplane Sun, LLC

	By Arrangement with Lip Sync Music, Inc.

	

	“HOME”

	Written by Alex Ebert and Jade Castrinos

	Performed by Edward Sharpe And The Magnetic Zeros

	Courtesy of Community Music / Vagrant Records

	

	“DON’T LET YOUR FEET TOUCH THE GROUND”

	Written by Ash Koley and Phil Deschambault

	Performed by Ash Koley

	Courtesy of Nettwerk Productions

	

	“WEIGHTLESS”

	Written by Natasha Anne Bedingfield, Stephen Alan Kipner, Andre Merritt and Wayne Wilkins 

	Performed by Natasha Bedingfield

	Courtesy of Sony Music Entertainment (UK) LTD and Epic Records

	By Arrangement with Sony Music Licensing

	

	“FOREVER LOVE”

	Written by Alex Ebert

	Performed by Alexander

	Courtesy of Community Music / Vagrant Records

	

	“HYPNOTIZE”

	Written by Randy Badazz Alpert, Deric Michael Angelettie, Andy W. Armer, Sean J. Combs,

	Ronald Lawrence and Christopher Wallace

	Performed by Notorious B.I.G.

	Courtesy of Bad Boy Records

	By Arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

	Contains a sample of “Rise”

	Written by Randy Badazz Alpert and Andy W. Armer

	Performed by Herb Alpert

	Courtesy of Almo Sounds, Inc.

	

	“COMIN’ HOME BABY”

	Written by Bob Dorough and Benjamin M. Tucker

	Performed by Mel Tormé

	Courtesy of Atlantic Recording Corp.

	By Arrangement with Warner Music Group Film & TV Licensing

	

	“FORGETTING”

	Written and Performed by David Gray

	Courtesy of IHT Records under exclusive license to Mercer Street Records

	

	“NEVER GONNA STOP”

	Written by Luke Brown and Chuck Butler

	Performed by The So Manys

	Courtesy of The Big Skinny

	

	“INSIDE OUT”

	Written by Erin Reed, Geir Olvind Hvidsten, Stephen Gibson and Cecil Glenn

	Performed by Nire’ AllDai

	Courtesy of EMI Records US 

	Under License from EMI Film & Television Music

	and DM Records, Inc.

	Contains a sample of “Whoomp! There It Is”

	Written by Stephen Gibson and Cecil Glenn

	Performed by Tag Team

	

	“WAITING ON THE LIGHT TO CHANGE”

	Written and Performed by Matthew Perryman Jones

	Courtesy of MPJ Music

	By Arrangement with Secret Road Music Services, Inc.

	

	“ADDICTED TO LOVE”

	Written by Robert Palmer

	Courtesy of Stingray Music

	

	“BIG POPPA”

	Written by Ernest Isley, Marvin Isley, O’Kelly Isley, Ronald Isley, Rudolph Isley,

	Christopher Jasper and Notorious B.I.G.

	Contains a sample of “Between The Sheets”

	Written by Ernest Isley, Marvin Isley, O’Kelly Isley, Ronald Isley,

	Rudolph Isley and Christopher Jasper 

	Courtesy of MidiFine Systems

	

	“MODERN ART”

	Written by Cole Alexander, Joseph Bradley, Ian St. Pé Brown and Jared Swilley

	Performed by Black Lips

	Courtesy of Vice Music Inc.

	By Arrangement with Zync Music Group LLC

	

	“DON’T YOU WANT ME”

	Written by Philip Oakey, Philip Adrian Wright and Jo Callis

	Courtesy of Stingray Music

	

	“DO WHAT YOU WANT”

	Written by Kyle Hurlbut, Angela Peters Lauer and Daphne Willis

	Performed by Daphne Willis

	Courtesy of Vanguard Records, A Welk Music Group Company

	

	    "BROKEN SKY”

	    Written by Rob Laufer and Andrew Dorfman

	    Performed by Rob Laufer

	

	“WHY DON’T WE GET DRUNK”

	Written by Jimmy Buffett

	Performed by A1A

	Courtesy of Lions Gate Records Inc.

	

	"PUT YOUR  HANDS UP"

	Written by Kevin Risto, Waynne Nugent and Charlie Gambetta 

	Performed by The MIDI Mafia

	Courtesy of Family Ties Entertainment

	

	“SAMBA VOCALIZADO”

	Written and Performed by Luciano Perrone

	Courtesy of The San Juan Music Group

	

	“GET IT DADDY”

	Written by Scott Reilly Gardner, Alexandria Renee Kandel, Galen Anthony Smith, Jr., 

	Lee Matthew Williams, Justin Wilson and Joshua Ryburn Martin

	Performed by Sleeper Agent

	Courtesy of Mom + Pop

	By Arrangement with Zync Music Group 

	

	“NOW IS THE START”

	Written by Alison Sudol

	Performed by A Fine Frenzy

	Courtesy of EMI Records US

	Under License from EMI Film & Television Music

	

	Special Thanks to

	

	THE GEORGIA FILM, MUSIC & DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT OFFICE, 

	A DIVISION OF THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
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	Larry Galper

	The Black Keys

	All Baby & Child Inc.

	Britax Child Safety, Inc.

	Delta Air Lines

	Kobin Integrated Marketing

	Felicia Bushman Interior Design

	Petit Tresor
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	Cameras by Arriflex

	[Alexa logo]


	Filmed with KODAK
	
	Color by

	Motion Picture Film
	
	DELUXE

	[logo]
	
	[logo]

	
	
	

	TEAMSTERS 
	
	IATSE

	[logo]
	
	[logo]

	
	
	

	DOLBY DIGITAL®
	DATASAT®
	SDDS

	[logo]
	[logo]
	[logo]


	MPAA # 47502

	[logo]

	MOTION PICTURE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

	

	© 2012 Lions Gate Films Inc. and Alcon Entertainment, LLC. All rights reserved.

	

	THE PERSONS AND EVENTS IN THIS MOTION PICTURE ARE FICTITIOUS.

	ANY SIMILARITY TO ACTUAL PERSONS OR EVENTS IS UNINTENTIONAL.

	

	THIS MOTION PICTURE IS PROTECTED UNDER LAWS OF THE

	UNITED STATES AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

	

	UNAUTHORIZED DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR EXHIBITION MAY

	RESULT IN CIVIL LIABILITY AND CRIMINAL PROSECUTION.

	

	WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU'RE EXPECTING

	

	LIONSGATE [logo]


PAGE  
2

